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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Tue speechmakers in the House of Commons, judging from their 
inactivity during the past week, appear to be almost exhausted, 
and glad of an opportunity to rest from their wordy labours. Only 
36 members were present at nine o'clock on Tuesday, and on 
Thursday the number was too small to form a House at the usual 
hour of beginning business. On Monday, however, the second 
reading of the Irish Church Reform Bill brought together a more 
respectablé attendance; and the strength or rather the weakness 


= — 








of the Conservative party was demonstrated, by a division in, 


favour of the bill, of 317 to 78. 

"It was contended by the opponents of the bill, as on the former 
discussion, that the appropriation of Church «property to other 
than’ ecclesiastical purposes was a violation of the rights of pro- 
perty; and that the contrivance by which a considerable sum of 
money was to be raised on the .¢énversion of Bishops’ leases 
for twenty-one years into perpetual ones, did ‘not alter the real na- 
ture of the transaction. And this we take to be the true state of 
the case : for it cannot be denied, that the money, in one way or 
another, is to be raised out of what is now held to be the property 
of the Church. Let us suppose that an individual, who is 
restricted by family settlements from granting a lease for a longer 
period than twenty-one years, is empowered by act of Parliament 
to grant a lease in perpetuity, and that the sum which he thus 
raises is taken from him and applied to the public service: would 
not that be the same thing as taking a slice out of his estate? and, 
provided that he was paid a fair rent for the land so taken, he 
would have no more reason to complain, as far as he is individually 
concerned, than the Bishops will have under Mr. Stantey’s bill. 
This would be an excellent plan to pay off two thirds of the Debt! 
But it will be said at once that such an arrangement is im- 
practicable ; that the proprietor would not be able to get a large 
sum of money for a lease in perpetuity, and a rackrent also for the 
Jand so leased. As long asa tenant pays a rackrent for the 
land he occupies, and pays it regularly, he runs very little risk of 
being turned out of his farm; at least, the risk he incurs is so 
small, that he will not pay much to be insured in its octupancy. 
But Mr. Sraniey's bill proceeds upon the supposition that the 
tenants of Bishops’ lands will pay largely for this advantage. 
They pay already, we are assured, in rent and renewal fines, asum 
equal to the full value of their land; and yet they are willing to 
pay six years’ purchase on the annual rent, in order to conveit 
their leases for twenty-one years into perpetual ones. Now this 
can never be. Either they do mo¢ pay a rackrent at the present 
time, or they will refuse to give six years’ purchase on this rent 
for the advantage which the bill holds out to them. Let us hear 
what Mr. Sran.ey has to say on this part of the subject. After 
stating that, “ in anticipation, the Bishops received already the 
JSull rackrent,” he proceeds as follows. 

«¢ Now, this bill proposed to add to the Church the power of granting leases 
in perpetuity, instead of confining them to grant leases for twenty-one years 
only, renewable at any period of that term. . This would be a great advantage 
to the tenant, as it would enable him to sell his lease in perpetuity ; and it was 
this very property, which was neither the property of the Church nor of the 
tenant in fee, which the Government were now preparing to sell under this act 
of Parliament. Zhe Church would receive and the tenant would pay the same 
as they did now: and yet, though the advantage to the tenant was so notorious, 
they were told that the tenant ought not to make any pecuniary remuneration 
for the pecuniary advantage which he would receive from this change in the ex- 
isting law. You might just as well argue, that when a copyhold tenunt en- 
Franchised himself from the lord of the manor, he ought to pay no Sine for his 
enfranchisement. In the case of the Church of Ireland, the Bishops were the 
lords of the manor, and the Church tenants were the copyholders ; but, as the 
Bishops had no power beyond twenty-one years, it was on the State that could 
enfranchise the tenantry ; and for that enfranchisement the State was entitled 
to demand a remuneration.” 








The fallacy of this illustration is obvious. When a copyhold 
tenant purchases his enfranchisement from the lord of the manor, 
he ts no longer compelled to pay him the fines, which at stated pe- 
riods, or when certain events occurred, he has hitherto paid him, 
But the tenants of the Bishops are to pay as much as ever—that is 
to say, a fullrackrent. They therefore will not derive the same 
advantage as an enfranchised copyholder, who purchases his ex- 
emption from the payment of fines. In fact, all Mr. Srantey's 
ingenuity will not enable him to evade the charge of having toa 
certain extent plundered the Church. It would have been more 
manly and consistent had the Government avowed at once that 
they consider Church property as public property, and that any 
surplus which remained after providing decently for the support of 
the Establishment was justly convertible to secular purposes. This 
is what they are doing in point of fact to a certain extent, though 
they endeavour to cloak the deed by ingenious sophistry and mis- 
representation. 

Mr. Hume, on Wednesday, called the attention of the House 
to a curious specimen of the way in which pensions are carved out 
of the public money for needy Aristocrats. Lord Dunetass, the 
son of Earl Homes, is “Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest,” and is 
fairly entitled to about 14s. 2d. for the services he performs in that 
dignified office. This was the sum at which the salary was origi- 
nally fixed; it has now risen to 300/. annually, although the rents 
which it is the Chamberlain's duty to collect only amount to 
2307. The late King granted this pension to Lord Dunatass for 
life: which he had no right to do, inasmuch as it was to be paid 
out of the hereditary revenues of the Crown, and his Majesty had 
only his own life interest in them. 

A Commission is at length appointed to inquire into the state 


_and value of the Crown Lands and property; excepting the 


Dutchies of Lancaster and Cornwall, which are to continue the 
unmolested nests of sinecure and patronage. 

The Army jobbing is also to be inquired into, and, we trust, 
exposed. Lord Esrineron’s Committee may be of the greatest. 
service, if it performs its duty thoroughly. It is not in the pay 
of rank and file that our Army Estimates, as compared with those 
of the French, are so disproportionately high; but in the extra 
number of sinecure Generals and Colonels, with all their variety 
of perquisites, avowed and secret. 

Last night, the Dutch embargo was discussed in the House of 
Commons. We are not aware that a single new argument was 
produced to prove the expediency or inexpediency of the measure. 
Considerable hardihood of assertion was displayed by Mr. Alder- 
man Tuompson, Mr. Barine, and Sir Rospert Peet; who 
maintained that the loss arising from the interruption of our com- 
merce was all on the side of England, and that Holland was by no 
means injured, but on the contrary flourished under the infliction. 
If this be true, why all this clamour on the part of the Dutch 
gentlemen in the House and in the City to have the embargo re- 
moved? Sir Rospert Peet quoted poetry, both Latin and Eng- 
lish, on the occasion. The following is from the concluding pas- 
sage of his speech. 

Even supposing that it was the intention of the Government of this country 
tu force Holland to a negotiation by injuring her trade, all they had done was 
to show that they were 

“ Willing to wound, but impotent to strike.” 
They had not injured the trade of Holland, but they had excited in that country 


.a feeling of resistance, and in this country feelings of the strongest sympathy 


with the sufferers. As far as Holland was concerned, the measure of Govern- 
ment was most completely 
“ Telum imbelle sine ictu.” 

So, the people of England have the strongest sympathy with 
sufferers who do not suffer, and mourn the wounds inflicted by a 
pointless dart! Sir Rosert is an admirable logician. 

The Army Estimates were also brought forward by Mr. ELiicg; 
who promises that reductions shall be made in them the next ses- 
sion. Lord Joun Russet also admitted that many reductions _ 
were necessary. Mr. Hume asked why, if the reduction were ne- 
cessary, they were not made? No satisfactory reply was or could 
be given to this pithy question. 

Lord Autuorp hopes to bring forward the Bank question to- 
wards the close of next week; but Mr. CHArites Grant is not 
prepared to say when he shall be ready for the discussion on the 
renewal of the East India Charter. 








The news from the East is contradictory. On the one hand, it 
is asserted that the terms of peace between the Sultan and Mr- 
HEMET ALI are concluded upon, and that the Egyptian army com-~- 
menced its retreat on the 10th of April; and on the other, that 
the Pacha insists upon the cession of the province of Givedg beet 
addition to the other which the Sultan is willing to give/ iy nd 
that this latter demand is obstinately rejected by the Poyté./ ... 
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M. Humany, the French Minister of Finance, on Monday last 
submitied to the Chamberof} Deputies,a project relative’ to the 
ginking-fund. The object ofthe measure, which has been looked 
or with a considerable,degree of interest, is to,authorize, from the 
Ast of July next, the¥division of the total amount of the sinking- 
fund, so as to be specifically appropriated to each stock, in propor- 
tion to the amount of such stock. Whenever the price of any 
wtock is above par, the proceeds of that portion of the sinking-fund 
which is appropriated to its redemption, are to be invested in Ex- 
ehequer bills, which are to be realized and applied to the redemp- 
tion of the stock when it shall have descended to par. 

‘The Conferences of Pozzo p1 Boreo and the Duc pz BRoauik 
are very frequent. Mr. Roruscuitn has also been a party to one 
afthem. ‘The state of affairs in Turkey is supposed to form the 
subject of their discussions. 

The Times correspondent states, that the Royal Family of 
France are highly displeased with the conduct of King LropoLp 
to his young wife. It seems that the marriage was delayed for 
some time, owing to Lrorotn’s refusal to give up “a little private 
establishment of an equivocal nature.” At length, however, he 
wonsented to break it up, and was married. He has since renewed 
the objectionable connexion, and hence the anger of Louis Puiiip 
and his family. The name of Lropotn’s favourite is not given. 
We fear that the morals of constitutioual sovereigns are not much 
more correct than those of absolute ones. 





The merchants of Nantes have received Dr. Bowrine with the 
same cordiality as their brethren of Bourdeaux. It appears tole- 
rxably certain, that if the impolitic restrictions on the commerce 
of France and England with each other are continued much 
Jonger, the respective Governments of the two countries, not the 
trading communities, will be chargeable with the injuries thereby 
inflicted. We have seen an article in a commercial paper (Feuille 
Commerciale et Maritime) published at Nantes on the 27th of 
Jast month, in which the talents and acquirements of Dr. Bow- 
RING are highly eulogized, and the success of the object of, his 
mission is advocated with much earnestness. The article in ques- 
tion concludes with asking, what would be of greater service to 
both countries than sucha modification of existing tariffs as would 
enable Frenchmen to purchase cheap coal, iron, and machinery, 
Gn return for cheap corn, wine, and cattle exported to England ? 


The King of Holland remains as obstinate as ever. Neither the 
murmurs of his half-ruined subjects, the threats of his powerful 
opponents, nor the absolute hopelessness of succeeding in any one 
of his irrational prospects, can move him from the settled purpose 
of his soul. He is still apparently, dreaming of reconquering 
Belgium, and regaining that rank among the Monarchs of Europe 
which he so richly deserved to lose. We should have said, months 
ago, that it was impossible he should be allowed to set England 
and France, united, at defiance much longer; and we should say so 
now, had not experience shown that want of vigour in their Foreign 
policy is one of the besetting sins of both Governments. If, 
however, any reliance is to be placed upon the information respect- 
ing the intentions of Ministers which the Ministerial organ is 
supposed to possess, some decided steps are at length about to be 
taken in order to bring this tiresome and annoying Belgic question 
to a-settlement. The Globe says, that the extreme measure of 
declaring war against’ Holland for the sins of her King is become 
inevitable, and that Government have shown some weakness in 
not resorting toit sooner. Thesame paper goesso faras to recom- 
mend the course of warfare most fit to be adopted; and insists 
upon the great advantage which would accrue to England from 
the possession of Banca and Java in the East, and to France from 
the conquest of the Dutch West Indies. The Belgians also would 
be glad of West Flanders and North Brabant. There can be no 
doubt that all these. projects are feasible ; but that there is much 


probability of their being executed, is a good deal more than we 
can pretend to say. 


By the last accounts from Spain, the election of Deputies who 
are to attend the Cortes was going on. Count ALTAMIRA, a 
nobleman of Constitutional principles, had been returned for 
Madrid. It was hoped that the Cortes might yet become more 
serviceable to the country than was either intended or expected by 
the Court. 

Don Cartos had transmitted from Lisbon to the King, a formal 
eee against the abolition of the Salic law, to the prejudice of 

is claims to the throne. He intends, it is said, to renew it, when 
the Cortes assembles. Considerable importance is attached to this 
proceeding in Spain. It is called a proclamation to the Carlists, 
an appeal to their strength, and the sure forerunner of a civil war. 
The King is reported in the bulletins as enjoying excellent health ; 
but whenever he appears in public, he looks wretchedly ill. 





A great deal of contemptible intrigue is constantly going on in 
the little court of Don: Pepro, the members of which seem to have 
nothing better to do than to fabricate calumnious reports against 
each other, and to sow dissensions between their master and the 
commanders of his troops. A vile plot against the French Ge- 
meral Sotienac has just been discovered, in which the ‘* Minister 
of Justice”. appears to have been the principal conspirator. He 
bribed Sotienac’s secretary to give up to him his master's pri- 
vate correspondence with England and France. SoxieNac, upon 











| the number of the Bishops and Clergy. 




















discovery of the plot, immediately resolved to quit Oporto; but 
was, afterwards persuaded to remainy upon the dismissal of the con- 
spirators from office. It will be wonderful indeed if the Pedroite 


expedition succeeds, in spite of all this préfligacy and imbecility on 
the part of its principal agents. 





Debates and Proceedings in Parliament. 


1. Intsh Cuurcn Rerorm. On Monday, numerous petitions were 
presented against the Irish Church Temporalities Bill, from the Irish 
Clergy, and a few from the English Clergy. 

Lord AxTuore then moved the order of the day that the bill should 
be read a second time. 

Mr. Goutzurn stated, that he observed in the sixteenth section of 
the bill adeclaration that his Majesty had placed that part of the 
hereditary revenues of the Crown derived from the Archbishoprics and 
Bishoprics to be abolished, at the disposal of Parliament. He had 
looked over the records of the House in order to discover any message 
from the Crown to that effect, but had been unable to find any. Per- 
haps, however, such a message had been delivered ; and he begged to ask 
Lord Althorp for information on the subject. 

Lord Atruore and Mr. StanLey contended, that no specific mes- 
sage was necessary. |That the passage in the King’s Speech, which 
said ‘ your attention will also be directed to the state of the Church, 
more particularly as regards the temporalities and maintenance of the 
A al was sufficient authority for the House to proceed with the 

ill. 

Mr. Wyxn, Mr. Goutsurn, Sir Rozert Peet, Sir Rozert Iv- 
Gguis, Mr. M. Atrrwoop, and Mr. Suaw, denied that any such sanc- 
tion was given by the Speech ; and insisted upon the necessity of having 
a specific message on the subject. 

The order of the day having been read, Lord Attruorp then moved 
the second reading of the bill. 

Mr. Gousury reiterated his objection ; and said that the precedent 
might be used to deprive the King of his remaining rights. He wished 
to have the Speaker’s opinion upon the point. 

The Speaker said that he saw no difference, so far as the principle 
of the question was concerned, in its being applied to the second stage 
more than to the first reading. 

If it was not wrong to read the bill a first time without a message from his 
Majesty, it would not, as it appeared to him, be wrong to read it a second time. 
As it was only in Committee that the details of a bill could be altered, he con- 
ceived that the present stage might be now proceeded with, so as to admit of any 
message or alteration before it went through Committee. 

Mr. SHaw then moved, as an amendment, that the bill be read a se- 
cond time that day six months. He said that there were some parts of 
the bill of which he fully approved, the abolition of the Vestry Cess, 
the augmentation of small livings, the required residence of the Clergy, 
and the abolition of pluralities ; but he strongly objected to the viola- 
tion of the right of property which it sanctioned, and to the reduction of 
They were almost all resi- 
dents in the country; and to reduce taeir number, would be to increase 
that of absentees. ° 

He knew that the object of the Memlfer for Middlesex—(turning to Mr. 
Hume)—was to destroy the Bishops. If that object could be effected, he would 
be content. If he could only displace ten of the Bishops, he would be so far 
satisfied. Perhaps, too, Mr. Hume would not object to effect another object of 
a similar kind; and he and Mr. Cobbett, who sat near him, would perhaps like 
to see twenty coronets joined with these ten mitres. They would be pleased to 
put them all into the mortar of popular opinion, and bray them there with the 
pestle, which no doubt the member for Middlesex would use secundum artem. 

He knew that this was called a remedial measure; and they were 
told that they ought to pass it because they had already passed a coer- 
cive measure. But he did not like this reasoning in a circle; or to be 
told that he must pass a coercive measure because a remedial one was 
to follow, and then to pass the remedial measure because the coercive 
one had preceded it. 

Mr. Estcourt seconded the amendment. He particularly objected 
to the reduction of the number of the Bishops; and thought that 
Clergymen whose incomes were as low as 200/. per annum ought not to 
be taxed, as they were, by the bill. 

Mr. Piumprre objected to the mode in which the Church revenues 
were meddled with in this bill. He thought that it would be far better 
to reduce the income than the number of the Bishops. He objected 
also to the removal of Bishops from one see to another; and thought 
that their only translation ought to be from this world to a better. 

Mr. STanLey pointed out the inconsistency of Mr. Shaw’s conduct 
with respect to this bill: he acknowledged that there were abuses in 
the Irish Church’ Establishment; that this bill would remove several 
of the principal ones; and yet he would reject it in toto. 

Now Mr. Stanley would ask the most devoted stickler for the property, the 
immunities, the privileges, and he would even say the prejudices of the Church 
of Ireland, whether it was either safe or friendly to that Church to say “This 
bill may be right—there may be abuses which this bill will remedy ; but in the 
present state of public feeling, because I object to part of the bill, I will not 
meddle with the abuses at all: I will leave the Church to stand by those abuses, 
unrepaired, and unmitigated ; and yet I will call myself a friend to the Church.” 
He was ready toadmit the friendship of Mr. Shaw to the Church; but he 
doubted the wisdom and sagacity with which he displayed his friendship. 

The first point of objection to the bill respected the question of perpe- 
tuities. He wished the House to consider whether the property which 
this bill would divert from the Church was Church property or not. 

A Bishop was empowered by act of Parliament to grant leases for twenty- 
one years, and no longer ; but the fact was, that the Bishops anticipated the re- 
venues which ought to belong to their successors. They granted their leases 
for twenty-one years at.a low rent, and the amount was. made good by renewal 
fines ; every year. the lease for twenty years was resigned into the hands of the 
Bishop, and.a new lease for twenty-one years was granted on payment of a fine. 
That fine was calculated at aninterest of eight per cent., and thus it was found, 
that, by compound interest, the sum of 1. would:become 51. at the end of every 
twenty one years: therefore, if at the end of every twenty-one years the Bishop 
would be entitled to 5/. as his fine on a bond fide renewal, according to the re- 
sent practice, he accepted 12. per annum instead of it. What, then, did the 
bill upon the table propose to effect? To give the Bishops power to grant leases 
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in perpetuity instead of for the term of twenty-one years, renewuble upon the 
payment ofa fine. If afterwards a tenant wished to sell his estate, it would be 
much more valuable with a lease in perpetuity than for twenty-one years ; and 
of this increased value the State was to avail itself. In what possible sense could 
it be contended that the. difference in value between a twenty-one years’ lease 
and a perpetuity was part of the property of the Church? It was exactly analo- 
pou to the case of a copyhold under the lord of the manor. The State was the 

lord, the Bishop the copyholder ; and any improvement made by the lord for 
which the immediate tenant was ready to pay, could not be the pr« perty of the 
Bishop. The Legislature had the right to make the change for the improve- 
ment of ‘the estate, and no injustice was done to any party if the tenant were 
called ‘upon to pay for it. 

The reduction of the number of the Bishoprics was suggested by the 
Primate of Ireland himself; who recommended that ten Bishoprics 
should be done away with, as the best mode of furnishing funds to meet 
the deficiency occasioned by the abolition of the Church Cess. The 
Bishops in Ireland were not overburdened with work. In the diocese 
of Raphoe, there were 34 benefices ; in Dromore, 27; in Clogher, 45; 
in Kildare, 53; in Ossory, 62; in Waterford,66; in Cork, 93; in 
Clonfert, 31; in Elphin, 37; in Killala, 30. Now there were between 
1,100 and 1,200 benefices in the diocese of Exeter, and in the diocese of 
Chester as many as in all Ireland put together. In England there were 
twenty-six Bishops and 12,000 livings, while there were ten Bishops 
in Ireland to between 1,100 and 1,200 liyings only. He objected to 
the plan of equalizing the revenues of the Bishops. It would be making 
them alterable annually at the discretion of Parliament,—a new prin- 
ciple, of which he strongly disapproved. He considered that the at- 
tacks which had been made upon the details of the bill as very trifling, 
and unworthy serious attention: and said that the risk of doing nothing 
for the Church would be a hundredfold greater than any hazard which 
attached to the present change. 

Sir Roserr Inc1is said, that in one respect the bill was less objec- 
tionable now than when it was first introduced. The power of the 
Bishop to suspend the performance of divine service in any parish 
where it had been discontinued for three years was omitted. 

Mr. STan ey said, it was merely an error in printing the bill. 

Sir Rozert Incuis continued. He did not attach much importance 
to the clause. .The bill itself he objected to from the crown of its 
head to the sole of its foot—from the turret to the foundation—from 
the title at the beginning of the bill to the schedules at the end of it. 
He considered that the consolidation of the Bishoprics was a breach of 
the Coronation Oath; that the abolition of the Vestry Cess would 
merely put more money into the hands of the landlord ; that to impose 
a tax in lieu of first fruits, which in many vicarages and rectories were 
not paid at present, was highly unjust; that the measure, moreover, 
had not conciliated the friends, nor diminished the enemies of the 
Church, in the slighest degree. 

Mr. Rosert Grant denied that the principle of this measure was a 
novel one, as far as regarded the consolidation of the Bishoprics, which 
was so much objected to. Italy, Spain, Germany, and even Ireland 
itself, afforded instances of the same thing being done. It was a sufli- 
cient answer to most of the objections which had been raised to this 
measure, to say, that the greater portion of the Irish being Catholics, 
the Protestant Church establishment was much too large. With re- 
gard to the Church Cess, it was a small but a most invidious tax.. If 
it was Church property, it was of such a description as to injure its 
possessor ; and therefore it was the duty of Parliament, as guardians of 
the Church, to do away with it. He concluded by saying, that it was 
a most monstrous thing to keep up a large Church establishment, not 
for the sake of religion, but for the sake of its temporalities. 


Sir Rosert Pret approved of that part of the bill which went to 
redress abuse: for reform was wanted in the Irish Church. He ap- 
proved of the abolition of the Vestry Cess; although he admitted that 
it would benefit the landlords. He thought that the poorer clergy 
ought not to be taxed for the repairing and building of churches; and 
objected to this system of a graduated property-tax, which the bill 
would sanction. He differed from Sir Robert Inglis as to the altera- 
tion in the number of Bishoprics being a violation of the Coronation 
Oath; but was sorry to see that three of the largest. cities in Ireland, 
— Cork, Waterford, and Kilkenny,—would be left without a resident 
Bishop. He concluded by expressing his decided opinion that the 
right to Church property ought to be on the same footing as private 
property; and by denying that the improved value of Church property 
should be appropriated to the service of the State. 


Lord Attuorp said that Church property differed essentially from 
private property. The Clergy obtained it not by the inheritable, pur- 
chasable, or otherwise acquirable rights to corporation property, but 
by the arbitrary choice of the Crown, or of certain individuals. Lord 
Althorp defended the other parts of the measure at some length; but 
was almost inaudible, owing to the noise which prevailed in the 
House. 

Colonel Conotty attempted to address the House, without success. 

Lord Sanpon stated his objections to the appropriation of Church 
property by the State. He generally approved of the measure. 

Seyeral members—among whom were Mr. D. Rocur, Mr. LErroy, 
and Lord CasTLEREAGH attempted to speak; but the noise and 
laughter was so loud that they could not proceed. 

At length the House divided: for Mr. Shaw’s amendment, 78; 
againstit, 317; Ministerial majority, 239, 

The bill was then read a second time. 


2. Anny Estimates. On Friday, in a Committee of Supply, 
Mr. Extice brought forward the remainder of the Estimates for the 
Army. First, he moved that 110,835/. be granted for the payment of 
the General Staff Officers and Officers for Hospitals, from Ist April 
1833 to 3lst March 1834. 

Mr, Hume referred to some disputes between the Governor of Jer- 
sey and the Legislature of that island, and asked for information re- 
specting them. 

_. Mr. G. Lams thought that, in a discussion on the Army Estimates, 
it was very singular thatsuch a question should be introduced. | He was 
ready, however, to say, that the. States of Jersey had made a law, or 
passed a gulation, which had been declared illegal by the Law Officers 





of the island. The Governor had nothing to do but to execute the 
decree of the Privy Council. 

The vote was agreed to. 

The next vote was for 94,6271. for the principal officers of the several 
public departments, their clerks and contingent expenses connected 
with the Army. 

Mr. Hume complained of the expense of the Paymaster’s Office, 
19,0002. which he said was of no use whatever. He expected that the 
Reforming Paymaster would have come down, and stated that his 
office was useless, The whole plan only went to multiply useless 
checks. He would recommend the abolition of the office of Paymaster, 
and the consolidation of the Pay-oflices. 

Lord Joun Russett denied that it would be wise economy to abolish 
the office of Paymaster either for the Army or Navy. He admitted 
that many reductions were necessary. 

Mr. Hume asked Lord John Russell, why, if he said the thing ought 
to be done, it was not done ? 

Mr. Ex.ice hoped that in another session something would be done, 

He then moved for a grant of 15,7031. 19s. for the Royal Military 
Asylum, and Hibernian Military School. By the reduction of Adju- 
tants, Sergeants, and 200 boys, a saving of 3,375/. had been effected. 

Mr. Home thought the establishment ought to be put down at once. 

Mr. Etuice said, that it could not be reduced at once, but he would 
do all he could. 

On the motion that a sum of 103,318/. be granted for the Volunteer 
Corps of the United Kingdom, 

Mr. O’ConneEtt remarked, that he admired calling people who 
served for pay, volunteers. 

Several Members objected to this vote; and Mr. Etticr said he 
would inquire into the subject with a view to reduction. 

Mr. Fenton said, the Yeomanry were necessary at Huddersfield, 
for the operatives there last winter had made some unpleasant demon- 
strations : for instance, they had gutted his house. 

Mr. O’Connett, Mr. O’Connor, Lord A. Curicuester, and 
Colonel Percevat, made some brief remarks respecting the Irish 
Yeomanry. 

Mr. E tice said, that with respect to the vote of 2,000/. for the 
Huddersfield corps, he would give it up, if Mr. Hume insisted upon 
it as unnecessary, after hearing what Captain Fenton had said. 

Mr. Hume had no objection to people keeping up as many of these 
military bodies as they liked,—all he objected to was paying for them. 

The Committee divided: for the reduction of the Huddersfield 
corps, 53; against it, 205; Ministerial majority, 152. 

Several other votes were then agreed to, without discussion; the 
House resumed, and the report was ordered to be received on Monday. 


3. Durcu Emparco. Mr. Alderman Tuompson, on Friday, when 
the motion that the House should go into a Committee of Supply was 
put, moved as an amendment, for an account of all vessels detained under 
the Order in Council of the 5th of November last, laying an embargo 
on Dutch vessels in our ports; also for copies of all applications that 
had been made to the Privy Council for the release of such vessels. 
He supported his motion, in a speech of considerable length; dwelling 
upon the injury which the merchants of this country sustained from the 
policy of Ministers towards Holland. The injury was much greater 
to England than to Holland, whose merchants evaded the Order in 
Council by trading under the Harioverian and other flags. He had 
petitions from South Shields, Sunderland, and Newcastle, complaining 
of the injury inflicted upon them by the embargo. In 1832, the number 
of. British vessels engaged in the trade to Holland was 1,617; tonnage 
179, 488. Every ton of this was now idle. There was also consider- 
able alarm and inconvenience felt in the East Indies, lest the Dutch 
should make reprisals on our vessels at Batavia. In point of fact, 
many of the cargoes which we had seized belonged to English capi- 
talists, or were insured in England; and not one commercial failure 
had occurred in Holland in consequence of our measures. 

Mr. Younc seconded the motion; and expressed his general con- 
currence with what bad faller from Alderman Thompson. 

Lord PatMEeRStTon would not object to give the returns moved for. 
He admitted that considerable inconvenience must necessarily arise from 
the embargo; though Alderman Thompson proved too much when he 
said that the Dutch did not suffer from it, and that we did. Ifthe 
Dutch nullified its effects by coming into our ports under the neutral 
flags, of course so far its effects were nullified for the English also, 
whose manufactures they took back with them. He defended the 
embargo, upon the ground, that the obstinacy of the King of Holland 
rendered it necessary to adopt some measure of coercion to bring him to 
terms. France and England had adopted an embargo in preference to 
awar. He declined going into the general subject of our negotiations 
with respect to the Belgie question; and referred the House for infor- 
mation to the papers on the table. As for the loss said to be sustained 
by British insurers, it was illegal in them to insure the vessels of a 
country against which we had proclaimed an embargo, and they ought to 
sustain the loss arising from such violations of the law. 

Mr. LYALL understood that we were not at war with Holland; so 
that Lord Palmerston’s doctrine with respect to insurances was incor- 
rect. He expressed his compassionate sympathy for the sufferings of 
our ancient ally. . 

Sir Joun CamesneLt (Solicitor-General) said, that underwriters 
were not liable, whether the policies were effected before or after the 
embargo. He reminded Mr. Lyall, that when Holland was our ally, 
she was at the head of the friends of freedom; now she had leagued 
herself with the Holy Alliance, whose object was to put down freedom 
all over the world. , 

Mr. Baninc contended, that in consequence of the foreign policy 
of Ministers, the British shipping trade was in a state of universal de- 
terioration. The effect of the pending negotiations was felt in the 
Mediterranean, in the Brazils, in the Pacifie Ocean—everywhere we 
suffered from it. He wished that Lord Palmerston had condescended 
to give some more explanation respecting the real state of this Belgic 
question. He had certainly read his protocols,—not every word of 
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them, for they were intolerably tedious; not even Lord Palmerston’'s 
pen could enliven so dull a subject. He concluded by expressing his 
surprise at hearing it said that insurances of vessels under embargo 
were illegal, and could not be recovered ina court of justice: certainly, 
in point of honour, evéty underwriter considered himself liable—for 
all practical commercial purposes he was liable. 

Lord Joun Russet defended the foreign policy of Ministers. As 
to protocols, if the neutrality of Belgium and the peace of Europe 
could be preserved, even though it were at the expense of two hundred 
and fifty protocols, it would be a glorious triumph. 

Sir Rozsert Pret denied that the embargo was an efficient instru- 
ment for the purpose for which it was laid on.. It was called a miti- 
gated «pecies of hostility ; but there were circumstances in which an 
actual declaration of war would be attended with more mitigated conse- 

uences. If it were the intention of Government to injure the trade of 

Tolland, however, in this instance the embargo had fail to doso. They 
had not injured Holland,—they had only excited a deep feeling of re- 
sistance in that country, and the strongest sympathy with the sufferers 
in this. 

Mr. Hopeson complained of the injury which the coal trade had ex- 
perienced from the embargo. 

Dr. Lusnincton defended the laying on of the “embargo; and re- 
marked, that he had known Mr. Baring entertain successively almost 
every opinion promulgated in Parliament, and arrive at a doubt 
at last. 

Lord Greorce BENTINCK said, that three fourths of the trade to 
Holland was carried on in British bottoms, and the other fourth in 
Dutch bottoms. The effect of the embargo consequently was to injure 
British trade threefold. 

Mr. Po.tock said, that embargoes had always been used as instru- 
ments of war, and not as instruments in the hands of a minister to for- 
ward negotiations. The laying on of an embargo in time of peace was 
illegal, without precedent, and wrong. 

Sir Roser Incwis asked Lord Althorp, whether the King of Hol- 
land had or had not agreed to recognize the independence of Belgium ? 

Lord Attuorr replied, that the King of Holland had agreed to re- 
cognize the independence of Belgium, but only on such conditions as 
would render it impossible that it could be maintained. He contended 
that it was the policy of this country to continue the embargo ; but at 
the same time, to expedite the negotiations as much as possible. 

Mr. Rostnson could see no prospect of a speedy settlement of this 
business. The motion was not brought forward to embarrass Govern- 
ment. There never was a Ministry to whom so much forbearanee had 
been shown as to the present. He thought it would have been much 
better if the embargo had never been laid on. The conduct of the 
King of Holland stood in the most honourable light. 

The motion was then agreed to. 


4. Arrairs or THE East. Mr. Hume, on Friday, moved an 
humble address to the Throne, to lay before the House the names of 
persons who had been Ambassadors at Constantinople since the Ist of 
June 1827. His object was to afford Lord Palmerston an opportunity 
of giving the House and the country some explanation of the policy of 
Government with respect to the Turkish affairs. He thought that 
there had been a most apparent want of judgment or management in the 
negotiations carried on there. 


Lord Patmerston opposed the motion. 


Sir Robert Gordon was our Ambassador at Constantinople up to a late period 5 
but he returned to this country last year. Sir Stratford Canning was afterwards 
sent on a epecial mission respecting the very important question of settling the 
boundaries of Greece. Lord Ponsonby had been subsequently appointed; he 
was probably now at his post, and weeld have been there before, but that he 
found it difficult to obtain the means of transport. But there had always been 
at Constantinople a Secretary of Embassy, who had acted with great judgment 
and discretion, and whose conduct had met with the perfect approbation of his 
Majesty’s Government. 

He had been called to account by Mr. Baring for excessive meddling, 
and now he was rated by Mr. Hume for not meddling enough in the 
affairs of Europe. When the proper time came, he was confident that 
he should he able to satisfy the House that Ministers had not been 
unmindful of their duty with respect to the affairs of the East. : 


Mr. Banrtine, Mr. H. Butwer, and Colonel Davies, spoke a few 
words; and Mr. Hume withdrew his motion, observing at the same 
time, that Lord Palmerston’s answer was not in the least satisfactory. 

5. Crown Lanps. Lords AtrHorp, on Tuesday, moved that a 
Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the management of the 
Woods and Forests, and the revenues arising therefrom. He was of 
opinion that it would appear that the value of the Crown lands was 
greatly exaggerated. 

Mr. Harvey said, that he had applied himself very particularly to 
the subject before the House. He was much pleased that the Com- 
mittee was to be appointed ; the only subject of regret was, that as the 
King had made the surrender of this property a prominent topic of his 
speech two years and a half ago, the Committee had not been appointed 
sooner. ~ 

He firmly believed that the property was of great value, though the Aristocracy 
had considerably diminished its amount since it was surrendered to the People 
by George the Third. He did not hesitate to say, that some of the noblest por- 
tions of this property had been obtained by some of the first families in the 
kingdom, for very suspicious consideration. It would afford some idea of the 
extent of this property to state, that the sum received ‘as rental from 1795 to 

1806 was 2,374,321/., of which only 8,684/. found its way into the public Ex- 
chequer ; and from 1826 to 1829, the sum received was 1,500,000/., of which 
not a single shilling had come into the Exchequer. This property ought to be 
made available for the public service; and in order to enable the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to agree to the repeal of the Mult-duty, he had recommended him 
to go into the City and raise five or six millions on the Crown lands. He also 
thought it would be advisable to issue from 10,000,0001. to 15,000,000. of 
notes, to be called the Crown Land Notes, to be received in payment for taxes, 
and not convertible into gold at all. This would be a circulating medium based 
on real property ; and he really thought the experiment was worth trying. 


He considered the Crown lands were worth fifteen millions sterling ; 
and the cost of collecting the reyenue arising from them was twenty 








per cent.. He thought the Committee would do little good, and that a 
Commission should be appointed. 

_ Mr. Hume said that the Crown lands in Scotland wanted investiga- 
tion. 

Lord Duncannon said, that if experience should prove that a Com- 
mittee could not sufficiently investigate the subject, he would not ob- 
ject to the appointment of a Commission. He accounted for the 
money received as rent not having been paid into the Exchequer, by 
the circumstance that it went to discharge a debt which was fixed upon 
the Crown land department. Only 100,000/. of that debt now remained, 
and it would be paid off in the course of the present year. Mr. Harvey 
was incorrect as to the expense of collecting this revenue ; it was only 
ten per cent. 

Mr. Cossert disapproved of the appropriation of a portion of the 
revenue arising from Crown lands to the building and beautifying of 
streets in London, with the view of attracting a crowd of idlers to the 
Metropolis, when it ought to be the object of Government to keep 
them away. He believed that in many instances, people had acquired 
estates out of the Crown lands without paying a farthing for them. 
He hoped that no respect would be shown to persons, but that the in- 
quiry would be impartially conducted. ; 

The manner in which this portion of the public property had been dealt with 
was really shameful. He was born on the skirts of a Royal forest on the borders 
of Hampshire; and some time when Mr. Huskisson was Commissioner of 
Woods and Forests, or something of that kind, this forest was cut down; and 
although the timber covered 1,000 acres of land, the Government, instead of 
gaining any thing by the transaction, incurred a debt. This reminded him of 
the doings of Lord Peterborough’s steward, who knocked down his master’s 


| house and sold the materials, and then sent in his bill for repairs. 


Lord Duncannoy, in reply to a question from Mr. Hume, said that 
the Dutchies of Cornwall and Lancaster were not to be included in the 
inquiry. 

Mr. Harvey said, he would move for the appointment of a Com- 
mittee relative to these Dutchies. 


The Committee proposed by Lord Althorp was then appointed. 


6. Criminat Law. The Duke of Sussex, on Tuesday, presented 
a petition, agreed to at a meeting at Exeter Hall, and signed by 5,330 
persons, for a reform of the criminal law. He said that he was con- 
vinced that great care should be taken in diminishing the number of 
offences which rendered the guilty liable to capital punishments. _He 
wished the subject to be carefully examined. 

Lord Lynpuurst spoke strongly in disapproval of the act of last 
session, by which the Judge is not allowed to use his discretion as to 
the amount of punishment to be inflicted upon offenders, who, pre- 
viously to the passage of that act were liable to capital punishment. 
Now, transportation for life is the only sentence which the Judge is 
allowed to pass. The consequences of that act had been very bad. 
To enforce it in twenty-nine cases out of thirty, was a harsh and un- 
justifiable administration of the criminal law. 

Suppose a man tried for stealing 5/. in a dwellinghouse, and found guilty, it 
was imperative on the Judge to sentence him to transportation for life; and the 
sentence, as the returns showed, was sure to be carried into effect. The next 
person might be tried for breaking and entering and stealing; that was a capital 
offence ; and if he were found guilty, the Judge might sentence him to one 
year’s imprisonment and to hard labour. The punishment, then, for the inferior 
offence, was transportation for life, and for the capital offence one year’s impri- 
sonment. This was an anomaly in the law which ought not to be suffered to 
exist. 

He hoped that Lord Melbourne would bring in a bill toalter it. The 
clause he so strongly objected to was not in the bill as originally framed ; 
but was introduced as an amendment in the House of Peers, and very 
reluctantly acceded to by the Commons, from the fear of: the bill being 
rejected seigethior if that clause were rejected. 

Lord Metxzourne said, that if there had been a harsh and unjustifi- 
able administration of the law, it was his fault ; for it was his province 
to advise that the severity of the law should be mitigated, when it was 
proper that it should be so mitigated. He always attended to the re- 
commendation of the Judge for the commutation of punishment. He 
reminded Lord Lyndhurst, that he ought not to condemn the system 
until it had been fairly tried. 

Lord Lynpuurst replied, that under the present system the Judge 
could not interfere to any proper extent or effect. The end which he 
desired would be attaine if the Judges were instructed to send in every 
calendar to the Secretary of State with the alteration in the sentences 
which they recommended, marked upon the margin. 

Lord Brovenam agreed, that Lord Lyndhurst’s suggestion would, if 
adopted, answer every end. He hoped that such, before long, would 
be the instructions sent to the Judges. 


7. Potice Orrick Br.t. The House having resolved itself into a 
Committee on this bill, on Wednesday, Mr. Pease moved a clause, to 
enable the Magistrates to put down, by a meee proceeding, places 
where rat-hunting, bear-baiting, and other sports of that kind were car- 
ried on. 

Mr. Lams admitted that the sports alluded to were cruel; but he 
saw no more propriety in interfering with the sports of the poor than 
with the sports of the rich. He opposed the clause. 

A conversation ensued, in which Mr. Lennarp, Mr. Hitt, Mr. 
Joun Romitxy, and Sir Jonn Campsett took part. 

The Committee then divided ; and Mr. Pease’s clause was rejected 
by 46 to 42. ; 

The other clauses of the bill were then gone through, and the report 
was ordered to be received on Thursday. 


8. Reeristry Brit. Mr. Witt1am Brovenam, on Wednesday, 
obtained leave to reintroduce the bill for the general registration of 
deeds, which was originally brought forward by Sir John Campbell. Mr. 
STRICKLAND observed, that this was one of the greatjobs of which the 
Law Commission had been the prolific parent—a job which would cost 
500,000/. Sir Joun CampsE.t said, only 20,000/. Mr. StrickLanp 
said, he had understood that one side of Lincoln’s Inn was to be pur- 
chased for a site for the building. The conversation here dropped. 


9. Poor Laws ror InELanp, The Duke of Sussex, on Menday, 
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presented a petition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and ten citizens 
of London, in favour of establishing a system of Poor-laws for Ireland. 


The Duke of HamLton strongly supported the prayer of this peti- 
tion. The expense of maintaining the Irish paupers was a heavy bur- 
den in Scotland. In the county of Lanark alone, he believed that 
there were 40,000 destitute Irish. He did not wish to wound the feel- 
ings of Irish noblemen, but he must say that the Irish who emigrated 
were the most destitute beings he had ever beheld. 

The Earl of Wicktow said, that the people were constantly excited 
by the writers for the periodical press; who were always trumping up 
lamentable accounts of the state of Ireland, and of daily and nightly 
outrages. There never was any complaint of the influx of Irish la- 
bourers in harvest-time, when the English farmers derived so much 
benefit from their labours. 

The Earl of Happrncron concurred with the Duke of Hamilton in 
his remarks respecting the injury inflicted on Scotland by the influx of 
Irish paupers. 

Lord ELLensoroucu said, the Irish might lower the price of labour, 
but they worked like other people, and were as fully entitled to relief 
as any Scotchman born. 


10. Intsh Vacrants. Mr. R. Patmer, on Tuesday, moved fora 
Select Committee to inquire into the law relative to the passing of 
Irish vagrants, with a view to its amendment. From a return of the 
numbers and expenses of Irish paupers passing to their own country 
through different counties for the last five years, it appeared that the 
numbers had increased; and that the expense in Berkshire had been 
855l., in Wiltshire 1,0002., in Gloucestershire 1,285/., in Warwickshire 
958/., in Lancashire 1,689. This was aserious business, and he hoped 
that Government would take it into consideration. 

Lord Attuorr acceded to the appointment of the Committee, but 
would not pledge himself as to the course which he should afterwards 
pursue. 

Mr. Cozszetr hoped that the House would recollect, that these 
Trish paupers could get no food at home, although their country fur- 
nished Yorkshire and Lancashire with large quantities of provisions. 
The burden of passing these paupers did not fall principally upon the 
counties. He believed that the parish of Kensington, containing 
ae persons, paid more for that purpose than the whole county of 

erks. 

Dr. Lusuincron, Mr. Ewart, Lord Sanpon, Colonel Woop, 
Lord Duncannon, and Mr. Sianey, each spoke a few words in ap- 
probation of the appointment of the Committee. 

Mr. O’ConnELL, said, they would find Ireland come on them again 
and again in every shape, until something was done to identify the pro- 
prietors of the soil with the residents upon it. 

The great evil was, that so many of the proprietors of Irish soil resided else- 
where. | Where the proprietor of the soil in Ireland was an Englishman, and 
lived in England, it must be enacted either that his Irish estates should go to 
his second son, or that his eldest son should be compelled to sell them. But 
why propose Poor-laws, in order to give the people employment ? That appeared 
to him to be a most extravagant proposition. He could understand Poor-laws 
for the purpose of giving the people food ; but the moment they attempted thus 
to give the peopie employment, they would interfere with the wages of labour, 
and derange the machine ef society. Such a plan would soon exhaust the 
wealth of England. Why, England already paid eight millions—half the 
amount of her establishments, from the highest to the lowest—to support her 
poor ; and those who looked at the Report of the Commissioners on the subject, 
might see how little happiness or comfort that large expenditure produced. 

He did not object to the proposed inquiry; but was certain that the 
object aimed at by it would not be attained. 

The motion was then agreed to, and a Committe appointed. 


11. Intsu Secretary. In reply to a question from Colonel PEr- 
CEVAL, last night, Lord Atruorp stated, that great difficulty had been 
found in filling up the vacant post of Irish Secretary. In the mean 
time, all communications on the business of Ireland should be sent to 
the Home Office, where they would meet with attention. 


12. Privy Covuncit Bint. This bill, the object of which is to im- 
prove the appellate jurisdiction of the Privy Council, was read a second 
yaad Ss Wednesday, on the motion of Sir J. Campzett, Solicitor- 
‘General. 


_ ib. Saitor’s Pensions. Sir Epwarp Coprincton, on Wednesday, 
in presenting a petition against the Gravesend Pier Bill, mentioned the 
case of a sailor who had successively lost both his eyes in the service, 
besides receiving six wounds; and yet this man had been rewarded 
with a pension of only sixpence per day. 

Tf that were the way the Admiralty remunerated the disabled servants of the 
country, he thought it was high time to inquire into all other classes of pensions. 
If the Government could not afford to reward such men as these, let the same 
course be adopted without distinction of persons, and he would for one willingly 
serve his country for nothing. The sailor was forced into the service, and after 
having been deprived of the use of his limbs, was forced to accept a bounty of as 
many shillings as the soldier got pounds. 

The Srrakenr said, that a discussion on the subject of pensions, upon 
the presentation of a petition against the Gravesend Pier Bill, was out 
of order. 

Captain Extrorr said, that the sailor alluded to by Sir E. Codrington 
had been sent to the hospital, in the hope that his sight might be 
restored to him. 


14. Lorp Duneiass’s Pension. Mr. Hume, on Wednesday moved 

‘« That a humble address be presented to his Majesty, praying that he would 
be graciously pleased to issue a commission to the L 
to inquire into the validity of the appointment of Lord Dunglass as Chamber- 
lain of Ettrick Forest, and into his right to that office subsequent to the death 
of George the Fourth.” 

His main object was to bring strikingly before the House and the 
public, those instances of unmerited pensions and costly sinecures by 
which this country had been so long abused and impoverished. 

The House and the public were, perhaps, not prepared to hear that the offices 
of Justices in Eyre, two in number—perfect sinccures, in the possession of noble 
families—had cost the country since its institution, in 1696, nearly fifty millions 
of money, the receipts being 45,923,200/. in a hundred and twenty-five years. 
Thea there was the pension of Speaker Onslow, which cost the country 


aw Officers of the Crown | 


| office was 500 * punds Scotch,”—that is, Sl. 12s. —— in 
| fact, so far from it being a reduced salary, the noble lord was receivin 


16,3000. ; the interest of which, for the period he and his son enjoyed it, would 
muke a sum of 373,000/. of the public money for one pension. In 1792, a sine- 
cure office was given to Lord Home, which, though only 2762. 10s. per annum, 
cost the public 36,360/., he having received it for twenty-two ro The son 
of that Lord Home enjoyed another‘sinecure, the exposure of which was an ob- 
ject of the present motion. The chief business of the Barons of the Exchequer 
jin Scotland was the disbursement and management of the hereditary revenues 
of the Crown in that country. On looking into the items of that disbursement, 
he found Lord Dunglass was set down 300/. a year as “‘ Chamberlain of Ettrick 
Forest.” Now it was attempted to be represented that that salary was a re- 
duced one, from 5001. to 300/. ; whereas the fuct was, the original salary of the 
; so that, in point of 
3002. 


when all he was entitled to was Sl. 12s. As the Sovereign had no right over 


| the hereditary income of the Crown beyond his own life, he had no right to 





grant this office to Lord Dunglass for the term of Lord Dunglass’s life ; for, if 
Lord Dunglass’s life extended beyond the period of the Sovereign’s who made 
the grant, it was evident that his holding it after that Sovereign’s demise inter- 
fered with the rights of the individual who succeeded to the Crown. 

A Member seconded the motion; and observed, that the appoint- 
ment made by the present Ministry of a Governor to Berwick Castle, 
where there was only one gun, and that honeycombed, had caused great 
dissatisfaction. 

Mr. Jerrrey (Lord Advocate) believed that the grant of the pen- 
sion to Lord Dunglass was illegal; but he thought that no decision 
ought to be made on the subject in Lord Dunglass’s absence. 

He was therefore of opinion, that the best plan which the House could follow 
would be the adoption of the motion of Mr. Hume. _ It was certainly a curious 
thing to give Lord Dunglass 300/. a year for the collection of rents which did 
not amount to more than 2301. a year. It was unfortunate for him that this 
appointment of 300. a year had not been a pension upon the Scotch Pension- 
list; for in that case, he might have continued to hold it, inasmuch as the 
pensions on that list, which he thought expired with the Sovereign, had been 
continued by the liberality of Parliament. 

The motion was then agreed to. 


15. Corron Duties. Lord Aucktanp, on Thursday, moved the 
order of the day for the House resolving itself into a Committee on 
the bill for reducing the duty on cotton. ‘ 

Lord ELLenzorovucu was glad the tax was reduced. He had pointed 
out to Ministers, when this additional tax was laid on, the impolicy of 
extending it to East India cotton. In consequence, the quentity of 
cotton imported from India had considerably increased. He also ad- 
verted to the small surplus revenue which Lord Althorp had retained, 
and said, that he had no right to calculate upon any surplus for the next 
year. It was by a surplus revenue that former Ministers had kept up 
the Funds and diminished the interest of the Debt. 

The Earl of Rrron said, that in point of fact, the interest of the 
Debt had never been much reduced by the surplus revenue. It had 
been effected by the reduction of the rate of interest. Reduction was 
now going on by the conversion of perpetual into terminable 
annuities. 

The bill then went through the Committee. 


16. Newsparer ADVERTISEMENTS. Lord ALtHorp, on Monday, 
when the House went into a Committee on the Stamp-duties Act, 
moved that a duty of Is. 6d. be imposed upon every newspaper adver- 
tisement, instead of the graduated duty proposed on bringing forward 
the Budget. Agreed to. 


17. Tires Duty Bint. The bill for the reduction of the duty on 
tiles was read a second time in the House of Lords on Wednesday, 


18. Soar Duties. Mr. Lennarp, last night, asked whether those 
persons who had a stock of soap on hand would have any allowance 
made them in consequence of the withdrawal of the drawback, on the 
alteration of the tax on that commodity? Lord Attuorp replied that 
they would not. 


19. Savincs Bank Annuities Birt. Lord ALtuorp, on Tues- 
day, postponed the third reading of this bill; and in reply to a question 
from Mr. Consett, said, that he intended to omit the clause which re- 
quired a month’s notice from depositors before they could withdraw 
their deposits. 

Mr. T. Attwoop regarded the whole scheme of savings banks as 
a fraudulent delusion upon the people. . They had answered no other 
purpose than to divert so much currency from productive industry, 

Mr. SLANrY was not surprised that the people should prefer deposit- 
ing their savings inthe Public Funds to risking them with country bank- 
ers. They perhaps agreed with the observation made by Dr. Frank- 
a said that an empty sack could not be well expected to stand 
up firm. 


The bill was read a third time on Wednesday. 


20. Quaker’s AFFIRMATION. On Tuesday, when the Coleraine 
Election Committee came to the table to be sworn, the SPEAKER called ° 
the attention of the House to the case of Mr. Pease; and wished to 
know whether his affirmation was to be taken instead of an oath— 
whether the decision of the House, by which his affirmation was 
accepted on taking his seat, necessarily comprehended the duty to be 
performed by a member of a Select Committee under a special act of 
Parliament. This was the first time such a case had occurred. Mr. 
O’ConneELL moved that the affirmation of Mr. Pease should be ac- 
cepted. Having allowed him to make the affirmation on becoming a 
member of the House, it would be an absurd anomaly indeed if more 
were required of him to perform one of its incidental duties. Sir Ro- 
BERT PEEL, Lord AttHorr, Mr. Gopson, and Mr. J. Jervis, all 
thought that the affirmation might be received. This was accordingly 
done ; and, at the suggestion of the Speaker, without the formality of 
putting Mr. O’Connell’s motion, which was withdrawn. 

Lord Morreru, on Wednesday, obtained leave, which was granted 
unanimously, to bring in a bill to enable Quakers and Moravians to 
make an affirmation in all cases where an oath at present is required. 

He said that Quakers were now only subject to two disqualifications, owing 
to their indisposition to take oaths,—namely, holding offices under Government, 
and serving on Juries. With respect to the latter disqualification, however, 
though the law was imperative, yet there was an anomaly as regarded the prac- 
tice ; for Quakers were often called upon to serve as jurors, and often actually 
sat in the jury-box, In illustration of this, he cited a case which occurred at 
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the Old Bailey, where a prisoner was arraigned for murder. A verdict of guilty 
was pronounced; but the Judge declined to receive the verdict, because, as it 
appeared, in consequence of a Quaker being on the Jury, twelve men had. not 

sworn, This information was considered fatal, and the prisoner was. dis- 
charged. As Moravians had been coupled with Quakers in all the recent acts 
of. Parliament, he also pr d to include them in the present bill. 


21. Stavery. Mr. Buxron, on Monday, presented four hundred 


petitions for the immediate abolition of slavery, four of which were 
signed exclusively by females. 


22. Scorcu Universities. The Earl of Happinctron, on. Tues- 
day inquired whether Ministers intended to act upon the report of; the 
Board of Visitors, who in 1830 had collected four volumes of evidence 
touching the state of the Scotch Universities? Lord Mertrourne 
declined stating what the probable course of Ministers would be. The 
report embraced a complete alteration in the constitution, discipline, 
and course of study at those Universities. 


23. Bank anv East Inpra Cuarrers. In reply to a question from 
Mr. Barine last night, Lord ALruonrp stated that he intended to 
bring forward the Bank question towards the end of next week; and 
Mr. Cuaries Grant said that he should mpst certainly bring forward 
the East India question in the course of the session, but could not fix 
any time, as the correspondence between the Company and the Govern- 
ment was still going on. 


24. Sr. Luxe’s Poor Brit. This bill, which reduces the qualifi- 
cation for Vestrymen from. a residence in 30/1. to a residence in 201. 
houses, was read a second time on Wednesday, on the motion of Mr. 
Hume, by a majority of 55 to 21. 


25. Giascow Lorrery Bru. Sir Rosert PEEL, on Monday, in 
reference to the mode in which this bill had been smuggled through 
the House, recommended the appointment of a Committee to examine 
all-bills that were introduced. Mr. Sprine Rice said that no-one 
could have supposed tliat the bill could have been made use of for the 
purpose of a lottery. 


26. Dramatic AuTHoRs BILL. 
Wednesday, and passed. 


27. Hiew Suerire’s Orrice Brut. This bill, the object of which 
is to charge the expences of High Sheriffs on the county-rates, was 
read a second time on Tuesday, on the motion of Mr. FysHe PALMER. 
Sir R. Vyvyan moved that the House be counted; and only 36 
members being present, it adjourned. 


28. Lonpon anp GREENWICH Raritway Brit. This bill, on Wed- 
nesday, was read a third time, on the motion of Mr. Hopcrs. Three 
new clauses were added to it, on the motion of Mr. Sergeant SPANKIE ; 
and it then passed. It was read a second time in the Lords on Friday. 


29. Raitway Brits. The Royal assent was given by commission, 
on Monday, to the London and Birmingham and the Warrington rail- 
way bills. 

30. Srarrorp Brisery Birt. The Earl of Rapnor, on Friday, 
moved the second reading of this bill. 

Lord Lynpuurst said, it was clear that bribery to an immense ex- 
tent had been carried on in Stafford; and that the candidates at the 
last and previous elections had been deeply implicated in it. He there- 
fore thought, that effective measures should be taken to prevent a re- 
currence of similar, transactions. He would not oppose the second 
reading of the bill; but he had an observation to make in order to pre- 
pare 'the House for the consideration of a point of some consequence 
when the bill went into a Committee. 

It appeared that the only proceeding which was now depending in the other 
House was an election petition under the Grenville Act, the proceedings under 
which were of a judicial character, the conflicting parties having each a right to 
examine what witnesses they might think proper, or who might not be material 
to the particular interest in whose behalf they might be called, but merely called 
for the purpose of being indemnified under such a bill as the present from the 
consequences of the bribery he or they might have committed. This could not 
occur if the witness were examined at the bar of the House, and therefore it was 
an abuse; which he was anxious if possible to prevent, by the insertion of some 
clause, should the House think it right to pass the bill. 

Lord Wywnrorp said, the bill in its present shape would tend to en- 
courage, not to prevent bribery. He would only indemnify those wit- 
nesses who were examined, and who gave material evidence. He 
would indemnify the poor wretches who took the bribes, if by so doing 
he could get at those who bribed them. 

The bill was read a second time, after a few remarks from the Earl 
of Rapnor in reply. 


This bill was read a third time on 


31. Lintirncow Etrction. The Committee reported, on the same 
day, that Sir Alexander Hope was duly elected. 


32.. Lincotn Erection. The Committee reported, on the same 
day, that Mr. E. L. Bulwer was duly elected. The petitioner against 
the return was Colonel Sibthorpe. 


33. Saissury Errcrion. The Committee, on Monday, reported 
that Mr. Wadham Wyndham was not, and that the Honourable Cap- 
tain Bouverie was, duly elected for this borough. 


34. Hertrorp Erxcrion. Mr. Bernat moved, on Monday, that 
the issuing of a new writ for Hertford be postponed to Wednesday the 
15th May. 


Che Court, 
Tue King and Queen arriyed at St. James’s Palace, from Windsor, 
on i agape oc about one o’clock. Soon after two, his Majesty held a 
Levee; which was very numerously attended. Among the company, 
were the Ministers of State, the Officers of the Household, and the 
Foreign Ambassadors; the Dukes of Orleans and Brunswick, Argyll, 
Gordon, and Grafton ; the Earls of Shrewsbury, Wilton, Fitzwilliam, 
Talbot, and Lichfield; Lords Clive, Byron and Dundas. Among the 
gentlemen presented to his Majesty, were Mr. E. L. Bulwer, Mr. 
William Fielden, Mr. Thomas Attwood, and Mr. Robert Grant. 
The King afterwards gave a grand dinner to the Knights of the 
Order of the Thistle and St. Patrick. 

The Queen held her fourth Drawing-room for the season on Thurs- 








day. It was more fully attended than any this year, and the presenta- 
tions were very numerous. The King afterwards gave his. ‘ 
annual dinner to the Corporation of Trinity House. Among the 
company, were the Marquis Camden, the Duke of Wellington, Vis~ 
count Sidmouth, Earl Grey, Mr. Poulett Thomson, and Sir James 
Graham. The Queen visited the Italian Opera in the evening. 

It is said that his Majesty has taken much interest in the present 
election for Westminster. Sir Herbert Taylor on Thursday evening 
applied to one of the Committees for the purpose of obtaining an au- 
oe statement of the number of votes at the close of the poll. 
Herald. 


The Duke of Orleans arrived in London on Saturday last. Prince 
Talleyrand went to Grillon’s Hotel, Albemarle Street, where the 
Duke had alighted, within twenty minutes after his arrival. The 
King has offered one of the Royal carriages for the Duke’s accommo- 
dation during his stay in London, and has deputed Colonel Taylor, one 
of the Grooms.of the Bedechamber, to wait upon him. The Dukes: 
De Valengay and Montmorency, who are personal friends of the Duke 
of Orleans, have also arrived, and intend to stay in England as leng as 
he does. The Queen hassent him tickets for her boxes at the theatres, 

As the Duke of Orleans was travelling in the-King’s carriage -to the 
London Docks on Monday, the horse of one of the outriders fell, and 
threw the rider, whose leg was broke by the fall. The Duke did not 
proceed till proper surgical assistance had been procured ; and on hearing 


that the man had a family, he sent him 100/. through the Earl of Albe- 
marle. 


HONOURS. 
From tHE Lonpon GazeETre. 

Warrenatt, 3d May 1833.--The King has been pleased to give and grant unto the 
Reverend Hueu Ker, of Norton in Hales, and of Bellaport, in the county of Salop, 
Clerk, Master of Arts, Rector of Norton aforesaid, and Vicar of Etwall, in the county 
of Derby, his Royal licence and authority that he and his issue may, in compliance 
with a condition expressed in the last will and testament of the Reverend Lawrence 
Dundas Henry Cokburne, Clerk, Bachelor of Laws, late Rector of Norton and Vicar 
of Etwall aforesaid,deceased, and in testimony of his grateful regard for the memory of 
the said testator, take and henceforth use the surname of CoxsuRNE, in addition to, 
aud after that of Keg, and also bear the Arms of Cokburne, 





Che Micetropolis. 

A meeting of the Committee for conducting the reelection of Sir 
John Hobhouse, was held at Richardson’s Hotel on Saturday evening 
last. Mr. De Vear was called to the chair. The minutes of the. 
meeting at the Crown and Anchor were read; and Mr. Brown asked 
whether Sir John Hobhouse would, if elected, accept the seat? Mr. 
De Vear replied, that he had seen Sir John Hobhouse, previously to 
the meeting at the Crown and Anchor; and that Sir John had ex- 
pressly said, that although he would take no part in the election, he 
should certainly accept the seat if elected. Mr. Brown hoped Sir 
John weuld come among them. Many of the electors were firm in the 
belief that the whole of the late transaction—that of his resignation— 
was a mere trick, a plan devised to deceive them. Mr. Fearon thought 
that they were placed in a most difficult situation: it was desirable the 
matter should be cleared up, and a public meeting held, at which Sir 
John should be requested to stand. Several gentlemen declared that 
they felt great difficulty in canvassing, owing to the obscurity in which 
Sir John’s conduct was involved. At length a requisition to him was 
agreed upon, and signed by all the electors present ; and he was further 
requested to come personally among the electors, and aid them in pro- 
curing his return. 


On Monday, the Committee again met. Mr. De Vear stated, that 
Sir John Hobhouse had expressed his willingness to come forward per- 
sonally, and give any explanation to the electors of any part of his con- 
duct. Sir John then came forward, and defended himself against the 
calumnious insinuations which were abroad, that his late resignation 
was a trick, and that he was still in possession of his office. He vin- 
dicated his refusal to vote for Sir John Key’s motion at considerable 
length, on the ground that to have voted for it would have been to 
vote for the dismissal of Ministers. Several other gentlemen ad- 
dressed the meeting; and resolutions were passed approving of Sir 
John Hobhouse’s conduct in resigning his seat, and also expressive of 
their regret at the vote of the House of Commons for the continuance 
of the House and Window tax. 


Tuesday was the day appointed for the nomination of candidates. The 
hustings were erected in front of St. Paul’s Church, Covent Garden. 
At an early hour, the crowd was unusually great, several thousand 
persons having assembled. About half-past twelve, Colonel Evans, 
attended by Mr. Harvey, Mr. Gillon, and other gentlemen, made 
his appearance, and was greeted with hearty cheers. Soon afterwards, 
Mr. Bickham Escott, with Mr. R. A. Dundas, late member for Edin- 
burgh, took his station on the hustings. He was received with groans 
and hisses, and pelted with cabbage-leaves and dirt ; which, however, 
he did not appear to regard. Sir John Hobhouse and his party arrived 
the last; but being on the back part of the hustings, their presence at 
first did not excite much notice. There was a large party of coal- 
heavers in the crowd, who wore Mr. Escott’s colours, and who exerted 
themselves to get up boxing-matches and create confusion. 

After the Precept and Bribery Act had been read, 

Mr. De Vear proposed Sir John Hobhouse ; but was quite inaudible. 
The crowd pelted him with cabbage-leaves. 

Ir. T. Duncombe seconded Sir John’s nomination. He was not 
much better received than Mr. De Vear, and nearly all that he said was 
inaudible. 

Dr. Bainbridge, amidst great cheering, nominated Colonel Evans ; 
whose talents and independence he highly eulogized. He alluded to 
the general and bitter disappointment which. all classes felt at the non- 
fulfilment of their reasonable expectations of the reduction of taxation 
by the Reformed Parliament. They had got nothing from that Par- 
liament but the Irish Coercion Bill, and the beautiful Budget. He 
reminded the electors, that Sir John Hobhouse had very recently neg- 
lected his duty, by not voting for Sir John Key’s motion; that he had 
sanctioned the most extravagant Army Estimates—had voted against 
the Ballot—against the abolition of military Sinecures; and now. was 
only waiting to be borne back to office on the shoulders of the people. 
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He concluded by saying, that if they wished the Tories to be reinstated 
in power, they should vote for Lawyer Escott; if to remain as they 
were, for Sir John Hobhouse; if to have their rights and liberties 
protected, for Colonel Evans. 

Mr. Simpson seconded the nomination of Colonel Evans. 

_Dr. Golding nominated Mr. Escott, amidst shouts, groans, and 


sses. 

Mr. R. A. Dundas seconded the nomination, and met with a similar 
reception. 

Sir John Hobhouse then came forward to the front of the hustings ; 
and was immediately assailed with groans and shouts of execration, and 
pelted with mud and cabbage-leaves. He endured this. reception, not 
with a good grace, as Mr. Escott had done, but with a scowling and 
ferocious aspect. 

Colonel Evans begged the crowd, for God’s sake, to act like reason- 
able beings, and hear Sir John’s explanation. Mr. Wakley also inter- 
fered for the same purpose. Both were unsuccessful; for the only 
sentences which Sir John was heard to utter were—“ Is it your pleasure 
to hear me? If.so, I will address you. ,It is not me you disgrace, but 
yourselves. I will make no more efforts.” The cabbages now came 
very thick upon him, and he retired amidst great uproar. 

Colonel Evans addressed the meeting at considerable length. He 
said he was almost ashamed to ask a hearing from them, since they had 
refused to hear his opponent. He commented upon the refusal of Go- 
vernment to give the relief which the country expected as regarded the 
Assessed Taxes. He could neither comprehend the Budget of Lord 
Althorp, nor the ‘resignation of Sir John Hobhouse. The principles 
of one of his opponents (Mr. Escott) were intelligible enough,—they 
were of the High Tory stamp; but he could find nothing approaching 
to principle in the conduct of Sir John. Hobhouse. His own opinions 
coincided with those of Mr. Grote and Sir Henry Parnell. He 
held, in fact, the same opinions as most of the present Ministry 
when they were in Opposition. As to Sir John Hobhouse’s re- 
signation of his office, he hoped it was true that he had resigned ; 
but had they seen any denial of the statement that his resignation 
was not accepted? He described the manceuvres of Mr. De Vear, 
in conjunction with some of the Whig Aristocracy, to force Sir 
John once more upon:the electors; and commented upon the ab- 
surdity of the member for Westminster resigning his seat in the 
House of Commons because he could not support Ministers. He 
concluded by saying, that if Sir John Hobhouse could give a satisfac- 
tory explanation of his late extraordinary conduct, he would retire from 
the contest : otherwise, he trusted that the electors would do their duty 
and return him. 

Mr. Escott then came forward, and was pelted as before. While this 
was going on, Mr. E. J. Stanley, member for Cheshire, asked Colonel 
Evans, whether as a man of honour he could doubt that Sir John 
Hobhouse had resigned, and that his resignation had been accepted ? 
Colonel Evans replied, that it was a very fair question ; but the whole 
transaction was so enveloped in mystery, that he could not see through 
it; and he declared, as a man of honour, that he could not give a dis- 
tinct answer as to his complete conviction one way or the other. 

Mr. Escott then again came forward. The Deputy Bailiff, who 
presided, and some other gentlemen, endeavoured to obtain hima 
hearing ; which was at last procured for him by Mr. Wakley. He 
said, the electors of Westminster were called upon to decide the pre- 
sent contest, not by the promises which some men may have formerly 
given and basely broken, but by the public principle of those who put 
themselves forward ; and upon those public principles it was to be a fair 
stand-up fight. He considered the present Government the most 
profligate one which had ever existed; and that Sir John Hobhouse 

ad deserted his duty in not retaining his seat and opposing them. He 
denied that the question as to the repeal of the House and Window 
tax was mixed up with other questions, as Sir John Hobhouse had 
asserted. It stood by itself, plain andsimple. But the fact was, Sir 
John preferred serving the Government to serving his constituents. 
What had that Government done? 

The pledge which it gave to support the liberties of the people, had been re- 
deemed by the most despotic law that was ever passed in this country, or was 
ever introduced by the most Tory Government. How had it economized? In- 
stead of doing so, it had from first to last added to the public expenditure ; and 
when motions were brought forward to repeal distinct taxes, they were met 
by “ Oh! youare tooearly; only wait till you see our excellent budget, and 
then you will see what relief there will be from taxation.” At last the Budget 
came; and the relief it afforded was about sixpence a hundred from tiles, and 
that the exciseman was permitted to go round to the market-town in an un- 
taxed cart. Other motions for the reduction of taxes had subsequently been 
brought forward; but then the people and their representatives were told, 
** Oh! you are too late; our Budget is propounded ; don’t disturb the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer’s Budget ; don’t disturb that honest and honourable man, 
Lord Althorp,”—though, by the by, that honest, honourable man, Lord Althorp, 
was twice flatly contradicted in the course of last week. 

Mr. Escott concluded a speech which was well delivered, and by no 
means ill received on the whole, by declaring his conviction that he 
should be triumphantly returned. 

Mr. Wakley then put three questions to the candidates,—whether 
they would support the vote by Ballot, and the repeal of the Septennial 
Act, and of the Corn-laws? 

To these three questions Colonel Evans answered in the affirmative. 
He also said, in reply to another question, that he would resign his seat 
if called upon to do so by a majority of his constituents. 

Mr. Escott asked Colonel Evans, how he could do his duty in a 
deliberative assembly after giving those pledges ? 

Colonel Evans replied, that it did not become Mr. Escott, who had 
committed himself by an unconditional pledge against the Assessed 
‘Taxes, to impugn pledges in others. 

If he were to be asked whether, if the Russians were to take Constantinople, 
or if the French were to march an army to the Pyrenees, he would pledge him- 
self to vote for war, he should say that he would not; the subject being mixed 
up with so many different circumstances as to require great consideration. But 
these now te to him were great questions, which had agitated the country for 
years; and, without meaning any offence to Mr. Escott, he would say, that any 
gentleman who had not made up his mind upon these questions, was unfit to 
represent them. He must confess, however, that he did think that Mr. Escott 
had made up his mind, and that he could tell it if he liked. 








Mr. Wakley then addressed the electors at considerable length, 
ridiculed the Ministry, Sir John Hobhouse, and his friend Mi 
De Vear; and exhorted the electors not to be cheated by Whigs an@ 
Tories, but to prove themselves the friends of their country by voti 
for Colonel Evans. He believed him to be as honest in his politics ag 
skilful in his profession ; and as the Tories had their Great Captain, 
he did not see why the Radicals should not have theirs. If Govern— 
ment went on in the present way, they might before long have some 
red-coat business to do on their own account. 

The Deputy High Bailiff then called for a show of hands. Not #& 
single hand was held up for Sir John Hobhouse ; a complete forest for 
Colonel Evans; and not more than twenty for Mr. Escott. He them 
declared the show of hands to be in favour of Colonel Evans. A polk 
was demanded on the part of Sir John Hobhouse and Mr. Escotts 
which was fixed for Thursday, at nine o’clock in the morning. 

The crowd then peaceably dispersed. 

Sir John Hobhouse, after he retired (under a strong escort of Pos 
lice) from the hustings, was attended by a large body of his friends te 
Richardson’s Hotel; where he addressed them with great earnestnesas 
He stated most emphatically, that he was totally out of office, and di€ 
not mean to go back again; that he should never go back unless he were 
persuaded, and his friends the electors were persuaded also, that he coul& 
serve the people better in office than out. 

Resolutions were then passed, pledging those present to redouble 
their exertions in order to insure his return. 


Both the candidates and their friends were engaged on Wednesday 
in an active canvass. In the evening, Sir John Hobhouse attended ne 
fewer than three meetings, at which he made electioneering speeches, 
which were duly reported in the next day’s papers. 


On Thursday, the polling commenced at nine o'clock; ColoneE 
Evans taking the lead, Sir John Hobhouse next, and Mr. Bickham 
Escott far behind. The Colonel’s majority increased pretty regularly 
as the voting went on; and at the close of the first day, the numbers 
were— 





For Colonel Evans........... decvobacosenewstvenvewcjQue 
Sir John Hobhouse............ isvevécos 100 
WEY. - BO viii ccd dcddeiccccesedacsavesontes’ 494 


Colonel Evans, who was the only candidate on the hustings at four 
o’clock, returned thanks to the electors. In allusion to attacks upom 
him in the Government newspapers, he denied that he was a Destruce 
tive: on the contrary, he was a Conservative of the rights of property, 
and all other legitimate rights. He had been told, but he hoped if 
was not true, that the Marquis of Exeter’s steward had been canvasge 
ing in favourof Sir John Hobhouse. 

Mr. Wakley then made a short speech, and the crowd dispersed. 


On Friday, the polling recommenced at eight o’clock. Very greaé 
exertions were matle by the friends of Sir John Hobhouse to recover 
their lost ground; but their efforts were attended with little suc~ 
cess, as Colonel Evans still maintained a decided majority. During 
the last hour, the Hobhouse party were particularly strenuous in their 
exertions ; but it was evident that they were fighting for a desperate 
cause. The poll finally closed at four o’clock; when the numbers 
were stated to be— 


FOr Cole Wa essss cite istessissecdenss cosee 1,996 
Sit’ JOM PICU GUIS oi 0cic.csacssctecvesocces 1,830 
IES. TOROOCE sci rvictdeiesinapinccescttatevesscaes 710 


Colonel Evans came forward, amidst loud cheering. He said that i¢ 
was delightful to see the undaunted spirit which animated the electors 
of Westminster—which now indeed was itself again. It was his duty 
to make one or two remarks respecting what he had stated the day bew 
fore on the hustings relative to the conduct of Lord Exeter’s steward. 
That gentleman had assured him, that Lord Exeter had taken no paré 
whatever in the election ; and that he, individually, bad tried to secure 
those votes for the Colonel which he could not get for Mr. Escotts 
As for their enemies, they had done their best and worst: he would 
now leave them to their own reflections,—to chew the cud of their owm 
dissatisfaction as long as they pleased. He concluded in these words— 

“If ever I become a recreant to the eminent distinction which you have nove 
bestowed on me,—if I appear to hesitate in my straightforward duty,—all tha& 
I wish, and I sincerely wish it, i> that you will serve me in the very same way 
as you have done my opponent.” 

Mr. Escott also came forward. He said he would defer his fulE 
declaration of political opinions till the next day, when the state of the 
poll would be made known officially. But it wasimperative on him to 
explain one or two circumstance which had occurred in the course of the 
day. 

“Tt was stated to me in the early part of this day, that a report was in very 
general circulation that I had resigned the contest; I was told also that the 
report had been put up in large and conspicuous letters in one of Sir Johm 
Hobhouse’s Committee-rooms. However that may be, it is certain that those 
persons who made such a charge, either made it from malicious motives, or, 
they had an honest intention, they had little knowlege of my character.’ 

He was satisfied that Colonel Evans would never forfeit the con» 
fidence of the electors. He thought that the most destructive of al£ 


| principles were those which urged a man to sacrifice his pledges and hig 


promises, and having excited the hopes and expectations of the people, 
to disappoint them. He thanked them for the good-humoured attention: 
with which they heard him. (Cries of ‘‘ Remember the cabbages !”’) 

Mr. George Dawson came forward as the friend of Mr. Escott. He 
congratulated the electors in having returned Colonel Evans in pre= 
ference to Sir John Hobhouse, who had neither done his duty to Lord 
Grey nor to his constituents. His duty was pledged to the Crown and 
the People, but he had degraded himself by doing his duty to neithere 
He ought to have told Lord Grey, that, however much he regretted it, 
he must give up his paltry office, and do his duty to those who electe€ 
him. Colonel Evans was an honest statesman and an honest British 
officer. He concluded by hinting, that when Sir Francis Burdett sents 
in his resignation, a Tory would come before them again. (Loud criee 
of * No Tory, no Tory!”) 

Mr. T. Duncombe endeavoured to address the crowd, but they 
refused to hear nim. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey, Mr. Finn, and Dr. Wade, also addressed the 
assembly ; which then peaceably dispersed. 
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‘Lhe toilowing curious correspondence, which appeared in the Evening 
Papers last night, headed ‘“-Affair of Honour,” forms part of the 
history of the election. We do not think that Sir John Hobhouse 
appears to much adyantage in the affair to which it relates. There seems 
no good reason why héshould not have said “ Yes,” or ‘* No,” to the 
+ st ne in Colonel Evans’s letter No. 3, and thus saved Admiral 

eming the trouble of running half over Westminster to find some 

erson who had heard what he really did say. Two notes would then 
ave answered the purpose of eleven. 


(No. I 
Thursday Morning, Waterloo Place, 
My Dear Lord—I have this moment read the enclosed passage in the Times news- 
paper. Will your Lordship permit me to solicit your advice under the circumstances ? 
Most faithfully yours, ), L. Evans, 
Lord Dunboyne, Batt’s Hotel, Davies Street. 
(No. IT.) 
Half-past ten o'clock, p. m., 9th May 1833. 
My Dear Colonel —I have attentively read the passage in the Times, and should re- 
commend your immediately addressing Sir John Hobhouse to the following effect, 
Yours very faithfully, 


(No. ITT.) 
(From Colonel Evans to Sir J, Hobhouse.) 

Sir—Having read in the Times newspaper of this morning the following passage at- 
tributed to you, viz.— 

“ Tn allusion to the charge brought against him of being a paid servant of the Crown, 
he asked the meeting who now was the most paid servant of the Crown of the three 
eandidates for their suffrages ? Why, the very man who had brought the charge against 
him, and whom he could, when he held his late office, have deprived of his pensiou, at a 
moment’s notice, by a mere scratch of his pen. He appealed to them, if they did not 
return him, at least not to return one who had so basely calumniated him.” 

You will therefore, Sir, I am convinced, perceive the necessity of my requesting to 
know if these words have been really used by you, and with reference to me. 

I have the honour to be, &e. &c. 

Tothe Right Honourable Sir J. Hobhouse, &c. &c, 

(No. IV.) 

Sir—I request you will have the goodness to inform me when it will be convenient 
for you to allow me to have the hononr of waiting on you. 

I am, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

No, 11, Park Place, St. James's, Thursday. C. Fiemina. 

(No. V.) 

Colonel Evans presents his compliments, and regrets he was not at home when Ad- 
miral Fleming did him the honour to call on him. Should Admiral Fleming have any 
particular wish to see Colonel Evaus, Colonel E. will remain at home till 7 o'clock 
—after which, other engagements will require his attendance, He regrets the Admiral 
Aas not been eo good as to mention the object of his visit. 

Thursday Eveuing, quarter to six. 

6, Waterloo Place. 
To Admirai Fleming, 11, Park Place, St. James’s. 
(No, VI.) 
11, Park Place, St. James’s, Thursday, 9 o’clock, 

My Lord—In consequence of the communication I had the honour of haviug with 
your Lordship this evening, I have called on Sir John Hobhouse regarding the report 
in the Times newspaper of what he said at a Meeting of the Westminster electors, 
which forms the subject of a letter from Colouel Evans to him this day. 

As it is most essential, in such cases, to avoid misunderstanding, I am desirous of 
hearing from some persons who were at the meeting what was actually said before I 
ean advise Sir Johu as to the steps he should take. L shall endeavour to inform myself 
without a moment's delay, and you shall hear from me accordingly. 

Pray excuse this hurried note. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


Colonel Evans, Dunsoyne. 


D. L. Evans. 


To the Lord Dunboyne. 
(No. VIL, received at half-past eleven.) 


>. FLEMING. 


May 9. 

Sir John Hobhouse, understanding that Lord Dunboyne has done him the honour to 
eall twice this evening, begs to say that Admiral Fleming has been kind enough to 
undertake to confer with his Lordship on the business to which, most probably, his 
visit refers, 

(No. VITT.) 
6, Waterloo Place, Thursday Night, 12 o'clock, May 9. 

Sir—When you left this house at six o'clock this afternoon, I understood I should 
hear from you in about a quarter of an hour, in explanation of the words attributed to 
Sir J. Hobhouse. Several hours have elapsed. Intermediately I have twice called upon 
Sir J. Hobhouse, and once on you, without being successful in finding either at home. 
Your letter since received, in my opinion, leaves the matter as it stood this morning. 

I consider Colonel Evans thus doubly aggrieved by this long omission of Sir J. Hob- 
house to reply in writing to his letter delivered at twelve o'clock this day. 

Under these circumstances, I trust you will perccive the necessity of at length bring- 
ing the matter to issue. 

I shall, therefore, hope most earnestly to receive, without further delay, an answer, 
disavowing (if they have not been used), under the signature of Sir J. Hobhouse, the 
words “ basely calumniated,” as applied to Colonel Evans, or their retraction ; or that 
-you will appoint an hour for the parties to meet as early as you can possibly fix on. 

The expressions referred to have now been before the public the whole of this day, 
and I had led myselfto hope that a favourable result would have followed, long ere this, 
from our interview ; and I now feel it to be a painful duty I owe to my friend, to im- 
press upon you, what J trust you will agree with me in, that this unpleasant affair 
should be settled before nine o’clock to-morrow morning. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &e. &c., DUNBOYNE. 

P.S. A note has just reached me from Sir J. Hobhouse, which merely states his 
having referred the matter to you. 

To Admiral Fleming, &c. &c. &e. 


No. IX. 
Received at half-past nine, Friday Morning. 
1, Park Piace, Friday Morning, 8 o'clock. 

My Lord—In reply to your letter, which you put into my hand this morning, I have 
to acquaint you, that in consequence of their being no House of Commons, and the 
eanvass going on, I found it difficult to see any person who had been at the meeting 
alluded to in Colonel Evans's letter, after I left you for that purpose, at past seven 
o'clock. 

I find that the expressions attributed to Sir John Hobhouse are misstated. He never 
did make use of the word “ base” or “ basely,” and he applicd “ calumniated” to 
those who had asserted that he was still in office, after he had repeatedly stated that 
that was not the case. 

With regard to the expression “ That he could have deprived him of his pension at a 
moment’s notice, by a scratch of his pen,” what he really did say was, “ I might have 
been called on ata moment’s warning to strike off his name by a mere scratch of the 
pen,” meaning that Colonel Evans was on the list of the Army. 

Any delay that has taken place since the communication was first made to me, at 
half-past two o'clock yesterday, is mutual, and entirely owing to the circumstances I 
have alluded to, have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
C, FLemine,. 
(No, X.) 
Ten o'clock Friday Morning, 10th May, 6, Waterlog Place. 

Sir—Your letter, received half an hour ayo, disavowing that Sir John Hobhouse ever 
did make use of the words “ base,” or “ basely,” and understanding from it that he ap- 
plied the word “calumniated ” not to Colonel Evans, but to those who asserted that he 
was still in office, I beg leave to inform you that your communication is perfectly satis- 
factory. I have the honour to be Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
To Admiral Fleming. Dunpoyne. 
(No. XI.) 
ak? 11, Park Place, Friday. 

My Lord—I have just received your Lordship's note, and have only one observation 
to make on your interpretation of the one I had the honour of addressing to you. Con- 
ceiving your note to convey a clear intimation that Colonel Evans was not one of those 
who asserted Sir John Hobhouse to be still in office, after he had declared that was not 





the case, I readily acquiesce in the additional words “not to Colonel Evans,” and am: 
happy that the affair has terminated to the satisfaction of both parties. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
To the Lord Dunboyne, &c. C. Fiemine, 





A Court of Common Council was held on Wednesday, to discuss 
the report of the Committee upon Alderman Wood’s bill for establish- 
ing a day and night Police in the city of London. The Committee 
had struck out a clause which gave the Magistrates a complete power 
over the Police. That power is now given to a committee of the 
Court of Aldermen and Common Council. Alderman Wood moved 
that the report should be approved of. The opposition to the bill had 
been very slight, and the meetings which were got up to oppose it were 
all ex parte. The saving which would be effected was 11,312/. per an- 
num. He ridiculed the idea that the numbers of the-Police would be 
disproportioned to the population of the city. 

The population of the City was 123,656, and the numberof its Police was 
400. The population of the district of Covent Garden was 61,618, and the 
Police 166; that of Westminster 51,618, and the Police 168; that of Holborn 
73,000, while the Police reached 168. Now this comparison proved, that 
while the Metropolitan Police supplied 220 men to every 100,000, the City Po- 
lice gave no less than 320. 

He urged the necessity of passing the present bill, in order to pre- 
So interference of Government with the domestic. management of 
the City. 

Mr. Pasovdl seconded the motion. 

Mr. Legg opposed it, on the ground that the present system worked 
admirably,—that burglaries, street robberies, and all sorts of depreda- 
tions, had decreased in the City in a mest remarkable degree. He in- 
sisted upon the necessity of having a Day Police of young men, but 
a Night Police of men of forty or fifty years of age, whose passions 
had cooled. 

Mr. Deputy Hicks also considered the present bill unnecessary. He 
read a return of the number of persons apprehended by the New Police 
in the county, and the manner in which the charges were disposed of ; 
he maintained, that many of them were frivolous and vexatious. The 
number of burglaries and robberies in the City, which escaped detec- 
tion, were far less than the number in the county. 

Mr. Charles Pearson approved of the measure for consolidating the 
Day and Night Police, but did not like all Mr. Wood's fantastical ar- 
rangements. The bill would sanction extravagant expenditure. Nine- 
pence in the pound would defray the expense of a Police body of 500 
men; and yet a shilling in the pound was asked to pay the charges of 
400 men. He wished to make several amendments to the bill, some of 
whose provisions he thought were good. 

The discussion was adjourned to Friday ; when, aftera debate of some 
length, between Mr. Richard Taylor, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Stacey, 
the previous question, moved by Mr. Legg, was put and carried by a 
considerable majority. So the bill was lost. 

The parishioners of St. Mary, Newington, met on Wednesday, in 
the Vestry, to take measures for the repeal of the House and Window 
tax. Resolutions pledging the meeting to use every legal means ta 
obtain the repeal were passed unanimously. A vote of thanks to Mr. 
Tennyson was also passed; and Mr. Hawes’s conduct was strongly 
censured, 

The petition for the repeal of the House and Window tax from the 
parish of St. James, was signed by 2,450 householders out of 2,720. 

A meeting of the Central Committee of the United Parishes of 
Westminster, was held at the British Hotel in Cockspur Street, on 
Monday evening, in order to receive the report of the Deputation 
which had waited upon Lord Althorp to ascertain the precise nature 
and extent of his proposed reduction of the Assessed Taxes. It was 
stated by a member of the Deputation, that Lord Althorp had informed 
them, that the House-duty would be reduced one half upon all houses 
which had shops attached to them. The Deputation then asked him 
whether the relief would extend to licensed-victuallers, tavern-keepers, 
schoolmasters, apothecaries, solicitors, lodging-house-keepers, tailors, 
wine and other merchants who had counting-houses attached to their - 
dwellings, also'to working-jewellers and other artisans ? Lord Althorp 
replied, that there would be no relief to any of them excepting sur- 
geons, law-stationers, “ &c.” who had shops attached to their houses, 
and‘who could make good a claim for exemption of three windows under 
the existing law. Lord Althorp afterwards stated, that he would remit 
one third of the duty on houses rated at less than 20/. per annum ; 
which would relieve 215,283 housekeepers. Great disappointment 
was expressed at the Government plan, and very strong language was 
used by the Deputation on the subject. Lord Althorp heard every. 
thing with great calmness, but said that it would be impossible for 
him to yield more than he had already done. 

The Licensed- Victuallers’ Deputation had an interview with Lord 
Althorp on ‘Tuesday, to urge upon him their claim to be considered as 
shopkeepers, and to participate in the relief to be afforded by the pro- 
posed reduction in the House-duty. Mr. Humphery and Mr. Hawes 
accompanied the Deputation, and strongly advocated the justice of their 
claim. Lord Althorp would only promise to take them into considera- 
tion, and communicate his final determination in writing. 

A numerous meeting of the petitioners of Christchurch, Surry, was 
held at the Rotunda, Blackfriars Road, on Tuesday, for the purpose 
of adopting means to procure the repeal of the House and Window 
tax. Very strong language was used by the speakers ; several of whom 
declared their determination not to pay the tax any longer. 

The inhabitants of Shoreditch parish assembled in the church on 
Wednesday evening to the number of about four thousand, and passed 
resolutions against the continuance of the House and Window tax; 
also one calling upon Dr. Lushington to resign his seat for the borough 
of the Tower Hamlets, in consequence of his voting against the ex- 
press instructions of his constituents on Sir John Key’s motion. This 
resolution was carried unanimously, and followed by loud cheers. The 
strongest language was used at this meeting, in condemnation of the 
Ministerial measures generally; and several of the speakers avowed. 
their determination to offer a passive resistance to the collection of the 
House and Window tax in future. 


A general meeting of the inhabitants of the united parishes of St. 
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George and St. Andrew, Holborn, was held on Tuesday last, to con- 
sider the same subject. Mr. W. Tooke, member for Truro, was in 
the chair. He made a long speech in favour of the repeal of the taxes. 
He was followed by Dr. White, Mr. Reynolds, and other gentlemen, 
who spoke of the unequal degree of taxation upon the rich and the 
poor. 


The Marquis of Westminster was only taxed 3001. ; while Day and Martin’s 
manufactory in Holborn, which (Dr. White said) was hardly equal to the 
stabling of that nobleman, was taxed at 900/. Tradesmen, in consequence of 
such taxation, were borne down; and within the last three years, he would be 
bound to say, there were not twenty in the united parishes able to meet their 
annual expenses. They were obliged to hold their leases, or retire to live upon the 
money they had realized themselves, or that procured through the industry of 
their fathers ; and they were obliged to support the rich landlords, 

Several resolutions, couched in determined language, were adopted. 
Many female housekeepers were present at this meeting, and took ‘great in- 
terest in its proceedings. 

A requisition, signed by 240 electors of Southwark, has been pre- 
sented to the High Bailiff, calling upon him to convene a public meet- 
ing to consider the expediency of petitioning the House of Commons 
to repeal the House. and Window tax, and to establish an equitable 
Property-tax. Another requisition, signed by 60 electors, has also 
been presented for a meeting with the same object, and also to consider 
the conduct of Mr. W. Brougham in voting against Sir John Key’s 
motion. The High Bailiff has fixed Monday next for the meeting, in 
pursuance of both requisitions. 


_A meeting of West India proprietors was held on Friday, to con- 
sider the propositions of Government for the emancipation of the 
Negroes. The impression of the meeting was, that if the plan is 
executed, the Colonies. must cease.to be cultivated; that itis one of 

" spoilation of property,” and calculated to make Foreign Slave Colc- 
nies flourish at the expense of our own. We subjoin the heads of the 
‘plan, which has excited so much alarm and displeasure among the 

West India interest. 

‘1. The slave may claim to be registered as an apprenticed labourer on the 
‘following terms. For food, clothing, and allowances, as now made by law, he 
is to give his master three fourths of his time, leaving it to be settled by 

contract whether this is to be three fourths of the week or three fourths of 
the day. 

«© 2, But he may, if he pleases, claim a weekly payment in lieu of food and 
clothing. The amount to be fixed by the magistrate with reference to the actual 
cost of the legal provision. 

“* Heis to have a right to claim employment from his master for the remain~ 
ing one fourth of his time, according to a fixed scale of wages. 

** But he is to be at liberty to employ himself elsewhere. 

‘¢ 3. The master to fix a price on the labourer at the time of his apprentice- 
‘ship. 

“ The wages to be paid by the master to the slave for his spare time, are to bear 
such a proportion to his value that the Negro is to receive as wages for the one 
fourth part of his time, one twelfth of his price annually, and in proportion for 
such lesser time. 

‘© 4, He may claim to buy his freedom at the price named by the master. 

“5. The Nezro is to pay half yearly a portion of his wages to an officer to be 
‘appointed by his Majesty. 

“<6, In default of payment by Negro the master is to be liable. For a return, 
the master may exact an equivalent amount of labour in the ensuing half year, 
without payment. 

“7, These half-yearly payments to be in liquidation of so much of the debt 
contracted by the planter to the public. 

“<8, Every apprenticed Negro, on payment of the price fixed by his master, 
or such portion of it as from time to time remains due, to be absolutely free. 
‘He may borrow the sum from any one, and bind himself apprentice to the 
lender by contract before a magistrate. 

“9, A loan of fifteen millions sterling to be granted to proprietors of West 
India estates, upon such security as shall be approved by the Lords of the 
Treasury. ; , 

“10. The loan to be distributed amongst the colonists in a ratio compounded 
of the number of slaves and the amount of exports. 

‘11, All children who, at the time of the passing of this act, shall be under 
six years of age, to be free, and to be maintained by their parents. 

‘€12. In failure of such-maintenance to be apprenticed to the master,—males 
until twenty-four years of age; females until twenty years old ; at which period 
they and their children to be free. 

‘¢ 13. This act not to prevent his Majesty from assenting to acts of the Co- 

“fonial Legislature for the promotion of industry and the prevention of vagrancy 
applicable to all classes of the community. 

‘“¢ 14, That upon the recommendation of the local legislatures, his Majesty 
will be prepared to recommend to Parliament to grant out of the revenues of 
this country such aid as may be deemed necessary for the due support of the ad- 
ministration of justice, of an efficient police establishment, and of a general 
system of religion and moral education.” 





The Tenth Anniversary Meeting of the Friends of the Newfound- 
land and British School Society took place on Wednesday morning, in 
Exeter Hall; Lord Bexley in the Chair. From the report it appeared, 
that the receipts of the Society for the past year amounted to only 
2,6291. 9s. 5d. ; whilst its expenses for the same period were 2,750/. 
19s. 9d. ; besides which, there is a heavy outstanding debt against the 
Society. 

By the last arrivals from Calcutta, information has been received 
that the great house of Mackintosh and Co. has at least stopped payment. 
Its debts are estimated at 2,500,000/. Unusualexertions were made to 
prop up its falling credit; and it is said that they paid away upwards 
of 600,000/. in the course of two or three weeks previously to their 
stoppage. The native merchants also did all in their power to prevent 
the calamity; and the Government was applied to, though without 
effect, to lend their assistance. Rickards, Mackintosh, and Co., of 
London, have stopped payment in consequence of this failure. The 
creditors of Alexander and Co., another great Calcutta house, which 
failed some time since, have had a second meeting, when a flattering 
balance-sheet was submitted to them. The distress occasioned by the 
ruin of the latter concern in India was very extensive ; and many per- 
sons residing in England, who had deposited large sums in their bands, 
suffered severely. It.is said that the loss of annual income to residents 
in Cheltenham alone was 70,0001. 

Some disturbances had occurred in the Mauritius, but had been put 
down by the firmness of the Governor, General Nicolay. 


’ promulgate that opinion. 





Sto a tee ‘ 

Lord Brougham, on taking his seat in the Chancery Court on Tues- 
day, mentioned, that he had received a letter from two of the fishermen 
against whom a few days ago he had issued an injunction restraining 
them trom dredging for oysters on the Milton banks, belonging to Miss 
Wickham. These men, on behalf of themselves and forty-eight others, 
Wisked to be heard in defence of their conduct. Sir Mdward Sugden 
said, that the fishermen had resisted the order of the Court, and 
threatened the officers who attempted to execute it, with personal vio- 
lence; that they had come up to town to plead their cause; and that 
about sixty of them were waiting Lord Brougham’s convenience outside 
the Court. Lord Brougham then direeted the doors to be opeved at 
once for their admission; and in a minute afterwards the Court was 
quite filled with poor men in their fishing dress—smock frocks and 
heavy boots. Upon being asked for their defence, one of the men, 
William Elson, stepped forward, as spokesman for the rest, and said— 

“ My Lord, it is with the greatest reluctance I now come before your Lordship on be- 
half of myself and others ; but I hope your Lordship will overlook all our impertections. 
As respects this proceeding, we have certaiuly done wrong in going through the injune- 
tion; but we most humbly pray, and I hope it is the feeling of all, that your Lordshi 
will take it within your consideration; and if there is any thing to be done to allevi- 
ate our distresses, you will undertake our case, and we will throw ourselves om 
your mercy. My Lord, we thought we had a right to go and dredge for these oysters 
upon these grounds. Our fathers had done so before us; we have indentures which 
specify we are free fishermen on these waters of Milton, and at the expiration of our 
apprenticeships we had to pay a fine of 3/. before we could be admitted to work om 
these grounds; by paying that fine, we considered we had aright to go there. We 
always thought that Stangate Creek was considered as our home; but we are told by 
Mr. Hind, our opponent, and steward for the lady, that we have no right or claim there, 
We consider that the lady of the manor, or the lord of the manor, has ne more claim 
than ourselves. Between the years 1816 and 1820, part of the Company laid oysters 
in what we call the Water of Shade. They laid their oysters and. brood; when they 
came to perfection, they then got them, sent them to market, or sold them, unmolested 
and unasked forrent by anyone. A lease was got up in 1824, when Mr. Hind told us 
we could not go to work unless we signed that Jease. None of us were capable of un- 
derstanding the purport of it; it was not read over to us; neither could we read or 
write ; but we were positively told, that unless we signed it, we could not go to work 
again there. We knew not what todo; we with our families were ina state of starvas 
tion ; we signed it, and we considered that by signing it our rights would be continued, 
Instead of that, my Lord, by signing that lease, our opponents say it was giving them a 
title; and we now submit our case to your Lordship, kuowing, and humbly trusting, 
that your Lordship will do justice to us.” 

Lord Brougham replied, that he and the Vice-Chancellor had con- 
sidered their case very carefully; that he could assure them they were 
in the wrong; and that they and he were equally bound to obey the 
law. He said that they were not harshly treated because they weré 
poor, that he had not long since committed Mr. Long Wellesley, the 
nephew of the Duke of Wellington, and Member for Essex, to prison, 
for doing what they had just been doing, namely, disobeying an order 
of the Court. They might see from this, that rich and poor were 
treated alike by the laws of England. He also told Elson that what 
he had said was very becoming and proper, and that the others had been 
extremely well represented by him. 

Sir Edward Sugden, on behalf of Miss Wickhan, said that he would 
only press the execution of the warrants against three of the more vio- 
lent among the fishermen,—South, Phillips, and Ackhurst ; and not 
against them, if they would pledge themselves to offer no further ob- 
stacle to the protection of Miss Wickham’s rights. 

Lord Brougham advised the men to promise not to give any more 
trouble to the lady or her agents. 

South said—* My Lord, there are seven hundred men, women, and children, 
whose bread depends upon this. What are they todo? Are they to remain in 
a state of perfect starvation ? How long will they be able to do so?” 

Lord Brougham put the question to them respectively, whether they would 
hereafter obey the injunction, and be permitted to return home peaceably, 
or not? 

Phillips said, with considerable warmth—‘ My Lord, as long as I have breath 
in my body, I intend to get my living from these grounds.” 

Lord Brougham—*“ And you intend to break the orders of the Court. 

Phillips— No; Ido not; I do not intend to go on Miss Wickham’s grounds, 
but certainly intend to get my hts | on these grounds. My Lord, if your 
Lordship liberates me now, I shall be dredging there to-morrow.” 

After some delay, however, all the fishermen promised to obey the 
injunction of the Court. 


' 


In the Court of King’s Bench, on Saturday, a rule which had beert 
obtained by the Earl of Lonsdale for a criminal information against 
the proprietor of the Carlisle Journal, for publishing several libels 
against him, was made absolute. 

On the same day, a similar rule, which had been obtained by Lord 
Lonsdale against Mrs. Luff, the proprietor of the Kendal Times, was 
also made absolute. The defendant is a widow with six children, who 
derive their only means of support from the paper. ‘The libel in ques- 
tion was inserted by her editor, whom she had discharged: and she 
threw herself upon the mercy of Lord Lonsdale. Sir James Scarlett 
said, that Lord Lonsdale had every disposition not to press any thing 
against her, but he must insist upon having the rule made absolute. 

A rule which had been obtained in the Court of King’s Bench by 
Mr. Harding, an attorney in Chancery Lane, against the proprietor of 
the Satirist for a libel, was discharged on Monday, without costs. The 
libel charges Mr. Harding with having received improperly 125/. from 
a person confined in the King’s Bench prison, and refusing to give a 
receipt for more than Sl. of it. The Court considered the whole 
matter two questionable for them to interfere by criminal information. 

In the Court of King’s Bench, on Tuesday, Sir James Scarlett 
showed cause against a rule obtained last term by Sir John Camp- 
bell against Mr. Hannam, for sending a challenge to Mr. Lam- 
bert. Mr. Hannam is a gentleman residing at High Hall in Dor- 
setshire, and Mr. and Mrs. Lambert were on a visit to his house last 
January. On the night of the 12th of that month, Mr. Lambert 
had sworn that he found Mrs. Lambert, undressed, in the bedroom of 
Mr. Hannam. He immediately laid hold of that gentleman; anda 
struggle ensued, which awoke the servants, and at last Mr. Hannam 
escaped, and ran. down stairs in his shirt. Mr. Lambert soon afters 
wards commenced an action against Mr. Hannam: who sent him a 
letter demanding an explanation of his conduct. Mr. Lambert replied 
that no explanation was necessary. Mr. Hannam then wrote again, 
saying that he considered him unworthy of notice, and that he should 
The rule had been obtained against Mr. 
Hannam for writing this letter, as ow Bee provoke a breach of the 
peace. Mr. Hannam and Mrs. Lambert both made affidavits, which 
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‘were read by Sir James Scarlett, strenuously denyin 


any criminal in- 
tercourse between them. Mr. Hannam swore that 


rs. Lambert had 


_ mever been in his bedroom, until she was pushed into it by her husband, 


jn a perfect fury, when he (Mr. Hannam) had opened the door for the 

urpose of going dowg stairs. Mrs. Lambert swore that she had never 
ae in Mr. Hannam’s room, and that she was returning to her own 
yoom when Mr. Lambert pushed her into that of Mr. Hannam. 
There was a great deal more contradictory swearing respecting other 
particulars. Chief Justice Denman, without pronouncing any opinion 
as to whether adultery had really been committed, made the rule abso- 
Jute against Mr. Hannam. The Court, he said, was bound to inter- 
fere for the protection of the public peace, which Mr. Hannam’s letter 
had a tendency to break. 


Mr. W. Clement, the proprietor of the Observer, was sentenced on 


"Tuesday last, in the Court of King’s Bench, to pay a fine of 100/. for | 


a libel upon the Dutchess of Richmond. The libel, it will be recol- 
Jected, intimated that the Dutchess had quarelled with her husband 
aand had eloped from him. 

Application was made on Tuesday, on behalf of Mr. Spalding, 
Lord Brougham’s son-in-law, for another rule for a criminat informa- 
tion against the printer of the Northampton Herald, who had published 
fan account of some remarks stated to have been made by Mr. Spald- 
ing at a public dinner, which remarks were disrespectful to the Queen. 
Mr. Spalding had already obtained one rule; and the ground of his 
application fora fresh one was, that the defendant intended to produce 
three affidavits to prove that he had really made use of the expression 
imputed to him. He had the affidavits of Lord Clanbrassil, Lord 
Dillon, and others, to contradict those of the defendant. The Court 
Tefused the rule; observing that it would be a dangerous precedent to 
grant it under such circumstances. 

Mr. Halls, the Bow Street Magistrate, was sentenced by Justice 
Liittledale in the Court of King’s Bench, on Wednesday, to pay a fine 
of five pounds, for having illegally detained Mr. Carmichael Smith in 
custody for about half an hour in the office. Sir Richard Birnie, since 
dead, had been found guilty of the same offence as Mr. Halls. 


A shabby-looking fellow was charged at Bow Street, yesterday 
evening, with selling seditious publications among the crowd assembled 
before the hustings in Covent Garden. One of the papers was filled 
with rigmarole like the following. 

** Alas! poor William Guelph! he is merely the puppet of a base scoundrelo- 
@racy. Suffice it for the present, to maintain, that neither the hereditary 
puppet of the Aristocrats, nor the hereditary self-constituted lawmakers can 
actually prevent the Unrepresented from acquiring their Elective Rights.” 

Mr. Minshull called upon the prisoner to enter into his own recog- 
mizances for 400/., and produce two good sureties in 200/. each, to 
answer for his appearance at the Sessions. He was then sent to the 
Jock-up room. 

A man named Medford John Spring, who is supposed to be one of 
‘Coster’s gang of swindlers, was committed by the Lord Mayor on 
Wednesday, to take his trial on a charge of forging the acceptance of 
Mr. James Gore, of No. 2, Camomile Street, to a bill of exchange 
for twenty-nine pounds fourteen shillings. 

“On Thursday, Charles Twight, driver of the “ Sir Walter Scott” 
omnibus, and James Waglan, driver of the “ Harber,” were charged at 
the Thames Police Office with furious driving. Evidence was given 
tas to the furious rate at which they raced along Shadwell High Street ; 
and it was stated that the inhabitants were kept in such alarm, that 
they were afraid to send their children out of doors. Mr. Ballantine 
3nflicted the full penalty of five pounds on each defendant, and costs. 

~~ William Richardson, a young soldier belonging to the 2d Battalion 
wf the Coldstream Guards, was brought on Thursday to the Union 
Hall Office, charged with attempting to steal a watch and chain from 
the shop of Mr. Hobbs, in Great Surry Street. He thrust his hand 
through a pane of plate glass, value 4/., and ran away with the watch. 

r. Hobbs ran after him, and secured him, and recovered his watch. 

he Sergeant of the company to which he belonged said, that he had 
no doubt the man had committed the theft in order to be transported, 
and thus get rid of his wife, who was a terrible annoyance to him. Mr. 
Chambers, the Magistrate, ordered him to be remanded, that the story 
about his wife might be inquired into. 


Catherine Elms, a woman about seventy years of age, who resided 
at No. 17, Wellesley Street, Chelsea, was found murdered, in her bed- 
room, on Saturday last. She had not been seen since the previous 
Thursday night, when she went to the Wellington Arms to buy some 
beer, with which she returned to her own house. The only occupants 
of the house besides herself were a woman who went by the name of 
Mrs. Mortimer, but whose real name was Mary Ann Eastman, and 
her three children. She, however, had not been at home since the pre- 
vious Wednesday ; but had been living with her children, part of the 
time, at her sister’s house in Manor Street, and part with her brother. 
The suspicions of the neighbours were raised by seeing the house shut 
mp for two days together, and inquiries were made for the deceased at 
the houses of her acquaintance. As no intelligence could be gained 
respecting her, a constable was sent for, who with another man entered 
the house through a window. They found the murdered woman lying 
on her stomach on the floor, which was covered with blood all around 
her. She had received five wounds on the forehead, nose, and cheeks, 
and her throat was cut: no sharp instrument of any description was 
Found upon the premises. 
its place, and every corner appeared to have been searched, but nothing 
stolen. The few valuables which the old woman possessed were left. 
it was clear that the object of the murderers was not plunder. The 
street-door was found half locked, and there was no appearance of a 
forcible entrance having been made into the premises. The person 
who called herself Mrs. Mortimer insisted upon going into the room 
which she had occupied. The constable at first objected, but after- 
wards allowed her to go; and he heard her say, when she opened her 
room-door, ‘“ My God! the things could not have been left in this 
way.” She afterwards saw the dead body; and at the desire of Mr. 
BEEneas Macdonnell, the barrister, who among others came to view the 

mises and make inquiries, she laid her hand upon it and said, “ So 


jp me God, I am,innocent of any participation in this murder.” As 








Every thing in the room was thrown out of | 


suspicion seemed in some degree to attach to her, she is detained in 
custody. On Monday a Coroner’s inquest sat upon the body ; when 
some additional information was given by the pot-boy at the Welling- 
ton Arms; he had observed two suspicious looking men prowling about 
in the vicinity of Mrs. Elms’s house on Thursday night ; and he Had 
looked for a Policeman to tell him to have his eye upon them, but: 
could not find one. The same men were also seen by a Policeman, 
who had inquired their business in that neighbourhood. They said, 
that they were waiting for a friend in the opposite house, where an ex- 
ciseman lived. The Policemen thought that perhaps they had infor- 
mation to give relative to some smuggling transaction, and. took no 
further notice of them. 

The deceased was well connected, but extremely poor. Her brother, 
who is a clergyman, paid the rent of the house for her; and she sub- 
sisted on the small sum she made by letting part of it to lodgers. 

The inquest was adjourned to Friday. 

No additional evidence of consequence was adduced yesterday, on 
the resumption of the inquest. An old man, a relation of the deceased, 
was said to have exhibited signs of alarm and agitation in a public-house 
where the murder was the subject of conversation. He was brought 
before the Jury, and denied having been in the public-house at all. 
Nothing was elicited toimplicatehim. <A verdict of “ Wilful Murder” 
against persons unknown was found by the Jury. 

The son of Mr. Billing of Newart Terrace, Islington, a boy about 
twelve years old, gave a false alarm of fire early on Thursday morning, 
by way of ajoke. The family were all alarmed ; and his eldest sister, 
a young lady of twenty, got out of a window upon the leads of the house. 
While there, she fainted and fell into the paved yard below, from a 
height of twenty-seven feet. Her right leg was broken by the fall, 
and she was so much hurt in other respects that her life is considered 
to be in danger. 

On Wednesday morning, a Police Constable, named Samuel Bean, 
slipped down at the end of Chiswell Street, which had just been 
watered. One of Barclay’s drays was passing by at the time, and one 
of the wheels went over his right leg, and broke it. He was taken to 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and his leg was cut off above the knee in 
the course of the morning. He was one of the finest men in his diyi- 
sion, and had been in the Life Guards. 





Che Country, 

On Monday evening, a meeting was held at the Red Lion Inn Yard, 
Coventry, to consider the conduct of his Majesty’s Ministers. Mr. 
John Robinson took the chair. Several gentlemen addressed the as- 
sembled multitude, and resolutions were passed, to the effect that “the 
conduct of the Administration during the whole of the session of Par- 
liament had beeu such as to destroy the confidence and overthrow the 
hopes of the people.” An address Was also adopted, calling upon his 
Majesty “to dismiss his present servants, and choose such men as shall 
speedily adopt measures to relieve the people from their burdens.” 

A sale by auction of goods taken in distress for Assessed Taxes, was 
announced to take place at Aston Tavern, Birmingham, on Friday 
week. From forty to fifty persons attended, including some brokers ; 
but no buyer could be found, except the poor woman from whose hus- 
band the goods had been seized, and the auctioneer himself. A man 
came when the sale was over, who was perfectly ignorant of the cir- 
cumstances under which it took place, and bid for one of the last lots: 
he soon received an intimation from the company, that he had better 
desist ; which he accordingly did. 

Charles Stephenson, a man of sixty-three years of age, and a patient 
in the Boston Lunatic Asylum, contrived to set fire to his clothes on 
Friday week, and was so much burnt that he died in a few days. In 
the room which he occupied, the fire was enclosed with fences, so that 
it seemed almost impossible that he could get at it: but he twisted a 
number of pieces of paper, and inserted them one within the other till 
they reached the length of two feet: he then insinuated them through 
the bars of the guard; and having procured a flame, unbuttoned his coat 
and waistcoat, and set fire to the linen on his breast. This was the 
account which he gave himself. 





IRELAND. 

Messrs. Dennis Scully and George Lynch, two gentlemen of Lime- 
rick, were brought up for judgment in Dublin on Monday last, the 
former for writing, and the latter for sending, a challenge to Lieu- 
tenant Gerard of the 92d Regiment. Mr. Scully was sentenced 
by Judge Jebb to pay a fine of 50/., and be imprisoned for three 
months in Limerick gaol; and Mr. Lynch to pay 20/., and to be im- 
prisoned one month in the same gaol; both to give security to keep the 
peace, themselves in 500/., and two sureties in 2501. each. 

Mr. Power White, son of Mr. White, of Golden, in the county of 
Tipperary, was shot in a duel with a Mr. Weldon, on Saturday last. 
The Honourable Mr. Butler was second to Mr. White, and a Mr. Bod- 
kin to Mr. Weldon. The duel was fought near Portobello, and arose 
out of a quarrel in a tavern in Dublin. The deceased had the reputa- 
tion of being an excellent shot. All the other parties decamped im- 
mediately after the duel was ended. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
BIRTHS, 

On the 6th inst., at No. 9, Lower Berkeley Street, Portman Square, the Hon, 
Lady Hearucore, of a daughter. 

On the 2d inst., the Lady of Sir Coartes Wirnaw, of Higham, Suffolk, of a daughter. 

On the 4th inst., at Gisburne Park, Yorkshire, the Right Hon, Lady Rips._espa.x, 
of a daughter. 

On the 5th inst., at No. 36, Portman Square, the Lady Bineuam, of a daughter. 

On the 4th inst., in Brook Street, the Hon, Mrs. Sranury, Lady of E, J. Stanley, 
Esq., M.P., of a daughter. 

At Salisbury, on the 3d inst., the Hon. Mrs. Pare, of a daughter. 

On the 2d inst., at Teignmouth, Devon, the wife of ALBenr De Mizrze, Esq,, of a 
son, 

MARRIAGES. 

On the4th inst., at All Souls’ Church, Marylebone, and at the Spanish Chapel, Man- 
chester Square, HARRIET Jane, youngest daughter of Sir Gerard Noel, Baronet, of 
Exton Park, and one of the Members of Parliament for Rutland, to Don Lopez pE 
Arze Banos, of Toro, in Old Castile. 

On the 6th inst., at Charlton, Blackheath, Witt1am J, A. Anincron, Esq., B.A., of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and of the Middle Temple, to Emu.y, youngest daughter of 
the late Samuel George Evans, Esq., of the Hon, East India Company’s Medical 
Service, Bareilly, Bengal. 
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., at Charlton Kings, the Rev. Wrnt1am Hrcxs, Rector of Coberley, 

PS dine beng ‘ Mary, daughter of the Rev, B, Grisdale, late Rector of Withington, 
sounty. 

ee rs alt, at Edinburgh, James Farquuarson, Esq, of Invercauld, to Janet 
Hamittow, eldest daughter of the late General Francis Dundas, of Sanson, Berwick- 
“ the 4th inst., in St. James’s Square, the Countess DE Grey, in her 83d year. — 
On the )9th ult., at Malta, after a few days’ illness, in his 57th year, the Hon. Vice- 
Admiral Sir Henry Horsam, K.C.B., K.S.M., S.G., Commander-in-Chief of his 
Majesty’s ships in the Mediterranean, bie : 

On the 19th ult., at Leamington, in her 27th year, after giving birth to a son, ANNE, 
the wife of Walter Stevenson Davidson, Esq., of Inchmarlo, Kincardineshire, and of 
St. James's Street, Banker. : 

On the 4th inst., at her lodgings, 19, Queen’s Buildings, Brompton, in her 42d year, 
after having given birth, on the 15th ult., toa daughter, still-born, Cuartorre Lucy, 
the beloved wife of John Henderson, late proprietor of the Hanover Hotel, 

Vesey, the Senior Yeoman of the Guard, in his 100th year, 


8 POSTSCRIPT. 
SATURDAY. 


Authentic letters from Paris state, that the secret societies there 
now reckon more than 25,000 members. The Government is greatly 
alarmed. Young Lovuts Naro.ron Bonaparte is looked up to by 
one of these societies ; but not by the others, who will have nothing 
to do with the NaroLron dynasty. 

M. Sarrans, the Aide-de-Camp of LarayettE, left London on 
Tuesday night, on hearing that the King had instituted a prosecution 
against him for a libel upon his Majesty. This affair will excite great 
interest in France. 


Ss. 














Mr. E tice is busily engaged in investigating the means of reducing 
the expenditure of the Army. It is understood that the patronage 

stem of keeping up so many skeleton regiments of Cavalry will be 
altered, and that permission will be granted to raise local troops in 
Canada. The saving that would be effected by the adoption of this 
plan would be very great. 

It is understood that Mr. Entice, previously to accepting office, 
made a point of obtaining the King’s special consent to institute 
an inquiry, with a view to the abolition of sinecures in whatever form 
they might be found to exist. Hitherto the King himself had stood 
between his responsible Ministers and the much-needed reform of 
system at the Horse Guards. But we should have been disappointed 
and surprised if Mr. Ettice had followed the example of Sir Joun 
Hosuouss, instead of Sir HENry PaRNELL’s, in defending instead of 
exposing the abuses of the Army. 


A petition is said to be in preparation to set aside the election of 
Colonel Evans, on account of some informalities. Should another 
election take place, would not the result be the same—or worse? But 


the threat of a petition is always held out by the defeated party ina | 


contested election, and generally ends in nothing. 

The Central Committee of Colonel Evans have decided to celebrate 
his return by a dinner at the Crown and Anchor; the price of the 
tickets to be so low as not to exclude the poor electors. 


The Committees of the parishes of St. John and St. Margaret had 
a meeting last night, at which it was unanimously resolved to call upon 
Sir Francis Burpetr to resign his seat for Westminster; and to 
convene a public meeting on the subject, if he does not give in his re- 
signation within a week. 


MONEY MARKET. 
Stock Excuanar, Frrpay EvEnIna. 

The pacific intelligence received on Monday from the East, produced its 
wonted favourable effect on the Money Market; and Consols for Account were 
as high as 88. The report (which we have previously noticed) of a loan for the 
purpose of providing the necessary funds for the compensatory emancipation of 
the slaves of our West India Colonies, has been again revived ; and to that is at- 
tributed the decline which has since taken place in the price. The business 
transacted has not been extensive ; but the price has continued to lower, with- 
out any symptoms of reaction, and is to-day at 873 4. : 

India Stock has been steady between 227} and 228}. Bank Stock has im- 

roved; the first quotation this week was 194, and it is to-day at 1954 196. 
5, ~te ole Bills have continued steady at 49 50 prem. 

In the early part of the week, it was announced, that in consequence of the 
failure of one of their establishments in India, the house of Rickards, Mackin- 
tosh, and Co., had been compelled to suspend their payments. The loss occa- 
sioned by this failure will fall heavily on the retired civil and military servants 
of the East India Company, who are the chief creditors of this unfortunate esta- 
blishment. During the last two years, two extensive commercial failures have 
taken place in Calcutta—viz., of the establishments of Palmer and Co. and 
Alexander and Co., in addition to the one now noticed; and the sufferers in all 
have been of the same class. In India, during the last ten or twelve years, the 
rate of interest having fallen materially, capitalists have been tempted, by the 
high rate offered by the houses of agency, to deposit with them instead of in- 
vesting in Government or other securities; and we fear that many cases of 
embarrassment, if not of absolute destitution, will arise from their want of 
caution. 

In the Foreign Market, a great improvement has taken place in Brazilian 
Stock ; which has been as high as 66, and is this afternoon at 643 653. Mexi- 
can Bonds have also been in some demand, and are at 334 34. Dutch 2) per 
Cents. were on Monday as high as 463; but have since declined, and have been 
for the last three days at 453 %. Russian Bonds were on Monday at 103; but 
a disposition to purchase being evinced by some of the brokers, the price im- 
kl to 103}, but has not maintained that quotation, and is to-day 102} 103. 

anish Stock is 724 73. Portuguese Bonds have been in some demand. The 
latest intelligence from Oporto is on the whole favourable; and the activity 
evinced both here and in France to forward reinforcements and supplies, has 
given an impulse to speculation. The price of the Bonds has been as high as 
543, and the Scrip 54 dis. The Scrip has since declined to 44 dis. ; but a re- 
action has again taken place, and the price now is 83 8} dis. Spanish Stock 
has been all the week at 18% 19. 





Saturpay, OnE o’Ciock. 

The Consol Market was. depressed this morning by the intelligence of the 
‘West Indian loan; but, as it is generally believed that the Ministerial plan 
will be frustrated by the opposition of the West Indian Proprietors, the price, 
which had been at 874, has since improved to 874. We have no quotation of 
Bank Stock to-day. East India Stock is 227} 228. Exchequer Bills have 
been at 47 .prem., but are now 49 prem. 

The business of the Foreign Market has been chiefly confined to Dutch Stock, 
which is rather lower then yesterday, being 45§ 3. A few transactions have 


occurzed in Rortuguese Scrip, but the price has not improved; although it is 








rumoured that this Government intends speedily to make some decided manifes« 
tation of its interest in the success of the cause of the young Queen. 
3 per Ct. Consols .., 87% #Belgian5per Ct, ... 854 4/Mexican6 per Cts 


Ditto for Account... 87g 4/Brazilian5 per Cts, 64% 3} Portuguése6 p. Cts, Bays 
New 3¢ perCt.Ann., 94} 5'Danish 3 per Cents. 724 3 Do.Regency Se. 5p. C, li 3g 
Bank Stock ........ — {Dutch 24 per Cents, 45% 4 Prussian(1818)5p.C0, —_ 
India Stock for Acct, 2274 }/French 3 per Cents. —— |Russ.(1818)5p.C. 1024 8 


Exchequer Bills..,, 47 49\Greek (1825)5 p.Cis. —— |Spanish(1821) 5p. C.isg z 





EAST INDIA SHIPPING. 

Arrived—At Gravesend, May 7th, Duke of Buccleugh, Henning, from Bengal; and 
Robert Quayle, Bleasdale, from Bombay; and 9th, Cesar, Thompson, from Bengal, 
At Deal, 8th, Duke of Bedford, Bowen, from ditto; and London, Wimble, from Madras, 
Off Exmouth, 8th, Bolton, Oldham, from Bengal. Off Plymouth, 8th, Vesper, Brown, 
from ditto. Off Bantry Bay, 5th, H.C.S. Berwickshire, Thomas; and Edinburgh, 
Marshall, from China. At St. Helena, March 9th, Theodosia, Todd, from Mauritius ; 
14th, Mary, Dobson, from Bengal; L5th, H.C. S. Bombay, Kellaway, from London; 
18th, Emma, Milward, from Singapore; 19th, Egeria, Whiteside, from the Cape; 
Feejee, Bewley, from Manilla; and Bland, Callen, from Bengal; 20th, Lord Hunger 
ford, Farquharson, from Bengal; and 2)st, H.C.S, William Fairlie, Blair, from China. 
At the Cape, Feb. 22d, Sesostris, Yates, from London; 24th, Test, Brown, from ditto; 
and Accession, Case, from Mauritius; 25th, William Thompson, Stewart, from ditto; 
26th, Betsy, Petrie, from London. March 3d, Courier, Chesser, from Liverpool ; 5th, 
Sir E. Paget, Pollock; and Lady Gordon, Harman, from Bombay. 6th, Ganges, In- 
gram, from London. 7th, Hero of Malown, Richmond, from Bombay. 8th, Cape 
Breton, Johnson, from Cork. 9th, Neptune, Cumberledge, from Madras; and 10th, 
H.C.S. Lowther Castle, Harris, from China. At Mauritius, Feb. 7th, Gilbert Munro, 

»from London, At Bengal, Lord Amherst, Hicks, from London; and John 
Heyes, Worthington, from the Clyde. At Van Diemen’s Land, Edward Lombe, Free- 
man; Duckenfield, Riddle; and John Craig, Rae, from London, At China, Jan, 11th, 
H.C.S. Sir David Scott, Ward, from London. 

Sailed—From Gravesend, May 4th, H.C.S. Rose, Marquis, for China; and Sir J. Rae 
Reid, Haig, for Van Diemen’s Land. 5th. H.C.S. Minerva, Ticehurst, for China ; and 
Orwell, Living, for New South Wales. 7th, Lord Strangford, Gray, for Mauritius; and 
8th, Brilliant, Hopetown, for the Cape. From Liverpool, 6th, Merchant, Lombard, 
for Batavia; and 7th Cabotia, Cummings, for New South Wales, 





THE “ MAIDEN” AND THE “ GUILLOTINE.” 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. 

Turning over the first volume of the new and very beautiful edition of Sir Wal- 
ter Scott’s Poetical Works, which has just made its appearance, my attention 
was arrested by the following note at page 148. The text mentions that the 
Earl of Morton “was forced to bend his neck to an engine of death, the use of 
which he himself had introduced into Scotland.” And a note of the author 
adds—‘‘ A rude sort of guillotine, called the Maiden. The implement is now 
in possession of the Society of Scottish Antiquaries.” 

(‘‘ By a curious coincidence, one of the very first that suffered by the guillotine, is 
said to have been the surgeon who invented and gave his name tothat more celebrated 
Maiden.” —Ep.”’} 

Looking to the quarter from which this note proceeds (Mr. Locknarr, the 
editor of the Quarterly Review), I was hardly prepared for such utter igno- 
rance and carelessness of historical facts as the statement here made exhibits. 
If editors will write notes and comments on matters that really require none, 
they should at least take the trouble of satisfying themselves of the value of the 
authority, before they commit themselves to such hearsay stories as this. My 
memory satisfied me that the statement was entirely éutouisiad ; but, in order 
to refresh it, I had recourse to my unfailing guide in such case—the Biographie 
Universelle—and there found the information which entirely destroys every 
part and particle of this “ curious coincidence.” As the matter itself is really in- 
teresting, and many persons are probably labouring under the same ‘‘ vulgar error” 
which Mr. Locknarr has here propagated,—and which, unfortunately, the 
wide circulation of the book, when it appears, will tend to diffuse still more ex- 
tensively,—I have taken the trouble to translate that portion of the life of Dr. 
Gu1tLoTin, inthe Biographie Universelle, which tt stn to this matter; and 
hope that you will give early insertion to it in your valuable columns, in order 
to put an effectual stop to the further dissemination of an unfounded calumny on 
the memory of a very worthy man. 

Iam, Sir, your constant reader, SrEPruaGENARIUS, 

For the sake of those who may not have access to the original, it may be pre- 
mised, that Dr. GuiLLorr1n was one of the most distinguished physicians of the 
French capital; that he was one of the Royal Commissioners appointed to inves- 
tigate the doctrine of Animal Magnetism put forth by MesNer, and the one 
be a principally contributed to detect and expose that imposture; that he em- 
braced the cause of the Revolution with ardour, and was elected one of the Depu- 
ties to the National Assembly, by his fellow-citizens of the capital. He was 
then upwards of fifty years of age. 

* Guillotin conducted himself with moderation in the National Assembly ; he directed 
his attention there to different objects of public utility, among others to the plan for the 
organization of the Faculty of Medicine; and he took a part in the most remarkable 
resolutions of that body when it became the Constituent Assembly. After it had de- 
cided that crimes were persona/, Guillotin proposed to substitute decapitation for other 
punishments, on the ground tht 1n the opinion of Frenchmen, that species of death did 
not attach infamy to the family of the criminal. The proposition was adopted : its au- 
thor then pointed out a machine, which had been long known,* as proper for the inflic- 
tion of death, without giving any pain to the sufferer. Men of the best character at 
that time applauded the humane motives of the philanthropic Deputy, in selecting this 
instrument of punishment, Unfortunately for Guillotin, some wags gave his name to 
the machine of which he was not the inventor, and which he had only brought into 
notice. Still more unfortunately, this machine became, in the handsofthe ruffians who 
were masters of France during two years—the duration of which was equivalent to 
more than two centuries—the instrument of the most horrible vengeance, of the most 
odious crimes ; and Guillotin, who was himself imprisoned, and ready to figure as a vic- 
tim in the daily scenes of carnage with which our infamous tyrants glutted themselves, 
had a thousand times to grieve at seeing his name attached to the devastating axe with 
which the cannibals had armed their executioners. One feels astonished that Guillotin 
had not solicited permission from the Government to relinquish a name which from 
that time must have been unsupportable to him. After the termination of his political 
career, Guillotin resumed the functions of a physician, which it would have been per- 
haps better for his own repose if he had never quitted. He enjoyed, up to his last mo- 
ments, the esteem of all who knew him. His love for his profession suggested to him 
the idea of the medical association that still exists in Paris under the name of the 
Academy of Medicine, in which were united his old colleagues of the Faculty of Paris, 
and other physicians worthy of being associated with them, Dr. Guillotin died on the 
26th of May 1814, aged seventy-six. His Funeral Eulogium by Dr. Bourrie, his friend 
and fellow-student, was published at Paris in the same year.” 

* Upon this machine, termed Mannaia in Italian, and which is engraved in the 
Symbolice Questiones of Achilles Bocchius, 4to., 1555, see the Travels of Father Labat 
tn Italy. 





TIPTOE PORTRAITS. 
TO M. LE REDACTEUR OF THE SPECTATOR. 
May 8th, 1833. 

S1cNor—Vill you grant leave to a poor student of St. Luke’s, at Rome, to 
ask to the great Sare Martin Suexr, vy he always paint the Marquis of 
VELLESLEY on his tipe-toe? and vy the Portrait Painters Inglish, always 
(except Vitx1e) prefer the tipe-toe to the flat foot ? 

I am very desirous to take all the knowledge I can to my countrie, and I would 
be much obliged if the President of the English Academy, would instruct me 
in the face of the vorld. Pietro Santi, Student at Rome. 

P.S. Perhaps he vont say one vord, till he give the medal and the lecture ; and 
then I vill come again from Rome, because all the students, Russian, Spanish, 
French, Swedish, Portuguese, and German, are very anxiousto know the principe. 
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TOPICS OF THE DAY. 


SIR JOHN HOBHOUSE—THE CONTEST FOR 
* WESTMINSTER. 


In commenting last week upon Sir Joun Hogrovse’s resigna- 
tions, we took it for granted that they were both bond /ide,—that 
the Westminster electors would have to look out for another re- 
presentative, and Earl Grey for a successor to the Irish Secre- 
taryship. With regard to the latter, there seems to be no doubt, 
that, although there was a good deal of mystification about the 
business,* the resignation was actually given in, and accepted. 
But as respects the representation of Westminster, it appears 
that we were entirely wrong in our assumption, and that we 
judged far too favourably of Sir Jonn. We were simple enough 
to believe that with his office of Irish Secretary he had also taken 
leave of his seat for Westminster. So indeed it appears that he 
has ; for he has been disgracefully beaten in his attempt to regain 
it. But it turns out that, from the very’first, nothing was further 
from his thoughts than to resign his seat in Parliament. That is 
the only interpretation at least which can fairly be put upon the 
following passage of a speech delivered by him to the parishioners 
of St. James's, on Wednesday last. 

He begged their attention to the effects which would be produced if they did 
not again return him. Who after that would ever voluntarily resign his seat ? 
Look at the Metropolitan boroughs, many of the representatives of which had 
not like him refused to vote at all, but had actually voted against the wishes 
of their constituents. Now suppose these gentlemen should be called upon next 
week to resign their seats, what would they say if in the interval Westminster 
had refused to reelect him? Would they not say— Oh! look at the manner 
in which Westminster has treated Hobhouse. After he had resigned a lucrative 
and honourable post, and even his seat in Parliament, rather than vote against 
the known wishes of his constituents, yet, when he presents himself before 
them ready to promise, that, now he was untrammelled by office, he would vote 
as ey? wished, and notwithstanding he had voted with them on all other occa- 
sions for fifteen years, they had refused to reelect him.” 

It seems, then, that Sir Joun Honnouvss only resigned in the 
full expectation of being reelected. His pathetic “ Farewell, Gen- 
tlemen,” was merely a piece of acting. There is no mystery about 
this resignation, at all events; whatever may be thought about 
his retirement from the Secretaryship. The intimation conveyed 
in the above quotation, that the electors of Westminster would 
treat him with injustice should they prefer another candidate to 
himself, is extremely unbecoming. Westminster is not a close 
borough. He was the servant, not the benefactor, of his consti- 
tuents; and his recent refusal to represent their notorious opinions 
by his vote on a trying question, proves that he was not always to 
be depended upon asa faithful one. Certainly, if either party has 
a right to complain of the other, Sir Joun Hoxnouvss is not the 
one. But weare told that the other Metropolitan members will 
refuse to resign when called upon, unless they feel assured, by 
the result of the contest for Westminster, that they have nothing 
to fear as to their reelection. A pretty argument, truly, fora man 
to advance under such circumstances as Sir Joun found himself 

laced in! and a fine compliment he pays to the electors of the 
Siieaclion districts, who would, he appears to think, immedi- 
ately reelect Dr. LusHineron and My. WitL1AM BrovenaM, just 
as if they had called upon them to resign for a mere joke, in order 
to have the fun of a fresh election ! 

This is a specimen of the stuff which Sir Jonn Hosuovse 
has been dealing out to his constituents duiing the past week. 
His speeches have been compounded of vanity, spleen, and mis- 
representation of facts. At a meeting of the parishioners of St. 
Margaret and St. John, on Wednesday, he said that “ the sacri- 
fice which he had made was beyond what any public man had 
ever made before ;" and again, that his remaining on the hustings 
on Tuesday “ would have placed his life at stake—it was threa- 
tened to be sacrificed." Now it must have been excessively an- 
noying to be hooted and groaned at, and pelted with mud and 
cabbages by the mob; but far worse scenes have often occurred at 
the Westminster elections, and there really was not the slightest 
danger that either Sir Jonn Hosnouse or Mr. Escorr would 
have been torn to pieces like Dr Wirt. 

The attempt which he made at a meeting of the parishioners of 
St. Ann's to retort upon Colonel Evans the charge of being a 
placeman, because he holds a commission in the Army, proves how 
hard pressed Sir Jonn has been to make good his ground against 
his antagonist. But the assertion which followed,—namely, that 
“when he held his late office he could have deprived Colonel 
Evans of his pension at a moment's notice by the mere scratch of 
his pen+—could only have been uttered by a man whose sense of 
decency was either totally extinct, or overpowered for the time 





* See, for example, how ambiguously Sir Joun Hosnovuse meets the ru- 
mour that his surrender of the Secretaryship was a mere piece of dexterity, to 
help him for the moment out of a bad position. 

“I have, it must be confessed, been surprised that a report equally calumnious and 
absurd has been circulated, that I have not retired from the Secretaryship of Ireland, 
or that I am about immediately to return to it. 1 was quite at liberty to return to office, 
but Aad I done so I should have told you of it. 

“The faet is, however, otherwise; and I am brought forward totally unfettered by 
+ th 2. pgm whatever.” —Adadress to the Electurs, published in the Newspapers of 

y 

Let it be remembered that this is a piece of deliberate composition, by a con- 
siderable master of language, and not the random effusion of a person ignorant 
of the force of words. 

+ This is from the report of the Zimes. By a reference to the corre- 
spondence between Colonel Evans, Lord Dunzoyne, and Admiral FLEMING, 
in another me of our paper, it will be seen that a somewhat different turn is 
now given by Sir Joun to this expression, 





by the acuteness of his irfltated feelings. Could Sir Jorn really 
mean to assert, that he could have cashiered a gallant and deserv- 
ing officer in his Majesty's servicé, “ af a moment's notice, by the 
mere scratch of his pen?” Are the petisions of half-pay officers 
really held at the mercy of the Secretary at War? F 

_ We had marked several other passages in Sir Joun’s elec- 
tioneering harangues, as well deserving of animadyvyersion; but 
we suspect that our readers by this time have had enough of the 
subject. It is fitting, we think, that the public conduct of a man 
who has stood forth very prominently, and with uncommonly 
strong pretensions to superior political purity, should be thoroughly 
scrutinized. We regret that the result of such a scrutiny should 
be so decidedly unfavourable to one whose talents and eharacter 
we have been in the habit of admiring, and have more than once 
sincerely praised. But, as we feared would be the case, the pos- 
session of office has hampered him; and his character for discre- 
tion and plain-dealing has been seriously damaged. 

_ The result of this contest, and the circumstances which led to it, 
inculcate a useful moral. They afford every encouragement to the 
future exertions of the Independent party in Westminster and 
elsewhere, to select men to represent them in Parliament who are 
untrammelled by official connexions, and whose political honesty 
is above suspicion. We find that Sir Joan Hosnouse had the 
strenuous support of a remarkably well-organized party, which has 
for many years controlled the eleetion for Westminster. There was 
no want of money or influence among hisfriends. He is himself a 
practised canvasser, and made unusual exertions on this occasion, 
Notwithstanding his resignation, he was known to be the Govern- 
ment candidate, and was supported by the Ministerial retainers. 
He is acknowledged to be a man of varied accomplishments, 
of industry, eloquence, and experience in the business of Par- 
liament—highly qualified in almost every respect to make a most 
efficient representative of a large and important constituency. On 
the other hand, the party which brought forward Colonel Evans is, 
comparatively speaking, uninfluential and inexperienced. They 
had no electioneering machinery to put in motion, nor a guinea to 
spend. The Aristocracy and the Government were united against 
them; and at the last contest they had sustained a severe defeat. 
Then, without meaning the least disrespect to Colonel Evans, no 
kind of comparison can be drawn between his qualifications and 
those of his opponent: he has neither his experience, his habits of 
business, nor his powers of speech. How then didit happen, that 
in the teeth of all these disadvantages, and in spite of every thing 
which one would suppose must insure his defeat, he has been 
triumphantly returned? Simply because the electors firmly be- 
lieved him to be an honest, straightforward man. He had no 
apologies to make, no explanations to offer: he practised no ma- 
nagements, but stood upon broad and intelligible grounds. .The 
Westminster electors consider political honesty in a representa- 
tive as the main, if not the only thing needful: they therefore 
elected Colonel Evans and rejected Sir Jonn Hosuouse. Let 
the trading politicians of the day ponder this result well. 

The result of this election ought also to be taken as another 

warning by the Ministers ! 





KILLING TIME. 


We have before alluded to a charge which has been brought 
against the new members of the House of Commons, and those 
who have found their way into it in consequence of the operation 
of the Reform Bill, of having taken up the time and wearied out 
the patience of the old men of business, by long speeches and 
needless motions. The folly and injustice of this accusation 
we took some pains to demonstrate ; and thought that we had 
exposed it pretty effectually, by means of a table, which proved 
to every one who could read figures, that in point of fact the new 
members had taken up very little of the time of the House. We 
proved, taking the Mirror of Parliament for our guide, that up to 
the 14th of March the speeches made by the old members had 
been in the proportion of more than four to one in number to those 
made by the new ones, and that the space which they occupied in 
the columns of the Mirror was in the same proportion. It is 
quite clear that the “ Parliamentary languor” of which the 
Chronicle, and after it the Globe, have been complaining very 
earnestly, is no¢ produced “ by the experimental motion-making 
with which certain new and unpractised members are eternally 
afflicting the House.” Still, however, it is an undoubted fact that 
public business has been badly managed by our Representatives. 
But whom are we to blame for that? Is it the fault of the 
“brothers Butwer,” whom the Chronicle especially holds up to 
reproof for hindering the progress of weighty matters, that the 
Irish and English Church. Reform Bills are scarcely launched— 
that the renewal of the Bank and East India Charters and the 
West India question have not been settled? Is it not, on the 
contrary, notorious that the Government have been shamefully 
unprepared on all these points? Whose fault is it that on two 
evenings this week forty members could not be mustered ? 
Almost every man in England knows that nothing would have 
been, or at the present time, is easier than for Ministers to bring 
forward any one of the great questions on any evening which 


| suits their convenience. But the fact is, that they have not learned 


their lessons: no Ministry ever faced Parliament so grievously 
unprepared to transact the business of the nation. The attempts 
which their organs of the Press are making to cast their trans- 








gressions upon the shoulders of the Independent members of the 
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House, is one of the grossest pieces of effrontery to be found in 
the records of political partisanship. 





THE FORCE OF PREJUDICE. 


Wuen the present Speaker was reelected, he particularly dwelt, 
in his inauguration speech, on the information respecting the 
forms of the House of Commons which he should be happy to af- 
ford to new members. The Speaker, in fact, is a sort of drill- 
sergeant to the Parliamentary awkward squad, who are con- 
tinually falling out of the ranks, and mistaking the word of com- 
mand. Every week much time is consumed by debates on points 
of order, and Committees are not unfrequently formed to look for 
precedents which nowhere.exist. It is inconceivable how such a 
state of things can. have been so long suffered to remain without 
even anattempt to mend it. The extreme personal inconvenience 


which it must occasion to so many members, one would suppose, | 


ought to be sufficient to induce them to apply a remedy to the evil, 
by immediately ordering a manual of the forms of the House to be 
prepared, to which all might refer. On Monday night, Mr. 
Home produced a manual of this description, which had been 
compiled for the use of the American Congress, from Haisell's 
Precedents, and other books of authorify in the British House of 
Commons. There the members had presented to them, in a con- 
venient form, all the necessary rules, which at present they are 
obliged to hunt for among Heaven knows how many cumbrous 
folios. But were they thankful to Mr. Hume for thus putting 
them in the way of economizing their time, patience, and eyesight? 
No such thing; the force of prejudice is so strong in the British 
House of Commons, that they treated with a visible contempt 
the idea of receiving any thing in the shape of instruction from 
America; and Mr. Hume desisted from pressing the subject on 
their consideration. Yet this book was merely a methodized 
compilation of their own forms. With what propriety can they 
complain of the laborious attendance necessary to get through 
Parliamentary business, when they obstinately and contemptu- 
ously reject every attempt to simplify and shorten their proceed- 
ings? Why should we disdain to learn something from America, 
who gets every thing she can from us? 


BRISTOL BRIBERY. 


Tue evidence given before the Bristol Election Committee has 
just been published ; from which it appears, that in this instance, 
as in so many others, the difficulty of procuring absolute proof of 
the direct connexion between the sitting members and their more 
active agents in the work of bribery, has preserved to Sir RicHarp 
Vyvvyawn and Colonel Batuuis their purchased seats. We say, their 
purchased seats ; because, although we do not mean tocharge 
these gentlemen with having personally committed or authorized 
the commission of bribery,—an offence of which they have been 
acquitted by the report of the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons,—still there is abundant evidence, we think, to prove that 
their election was secured by a regularly organized system of 
corruption. 

from this evidence we learn, that some time previously-to the 
last election, a society or club was formed at Bristol, called ‘“‘ The 
Operative Conservative Association.” The avowed object of this 
club was to furnish employment and relief to the suffering classes 
of society, and to counteract by “ Tory organization” the influence 
of Political Unions. It consisted of a number of honorary mem- 
bers,whosubscribed liberally for the relief of their humbler associates. 
These latter amounted to no fewer than 1,500—almost all of them 
electors, and all professors of “stanch Conservative principles.” 
Provision was to be made annually for one hundred wives of the 
operatives; and the rich honorary members pledged themselves 
to procure employment for the men who were out of work. 
Beer, tickets, and money, were distributed at the periodical meet- 
ings of the Society. All this was done, partly, as was pretended, 
out of pure benevolence, and partly for the purpose of preserving 
the humbler classes from being infected by the Revolutionary 
doctrines taught at Political Unions; but without the least re- 
ference to electioneering matters. This was a point which the 
counsel for the sitting members laboured assiduously to make 
good. But the real truth will appear from the evidence of one of 
the witnesses— 

** Mr. Scot, the Secretary of the Operative Conservative Association, applied 
to me a few days before Sir Richard Vyvyan made his public entrance, to become 
a metmber of the Society; and told me it would be a great advantage to me— 
that employment was to be given to the members, and to those out of employ so 
much a week.” The witness described his initiation as an Operative Conser- 
yative—his attending several meetings,—and receiving beer and tobacco tickets. 
‘That that was all done up since the election. ] 
the District Conservatives on the morning of the nomination-day, in St. 
James’s church-yard ; went to the Hall, and got, like the rest, three shillings 
Jor the day’s work, at the Queen’s Head, on their return, from Mr. Knowles. 
They got each a ticket in the morning on their names being called over, in the 
churchyard, “ C. K.” (Church and King), which they produced in the evening. 
He also got a shilling refreshment-ticket on the day he polled, and two other 
tickets, of two shillings each. Mr. Thistle, before this, canvassed him in presence 
of Sir Richard Vyvyan, and promised him a waterman’s situation. Sir 
Richard shook hands with him, and said that Mr. Thistle was to do what he 
could for him. _ Witness, on this, promised him ; and his name was put down 
in a book. He afterwards got 15s. from Mr. Hook, on his promising to vote for 
the Blues.” 

This man also said, with honest effrontery, that “ Ae considered 
himself bribed at the last election, though he did not know whe- 
faer the Zawyers would call it bribery or not.” 


He joined a public meeting of 
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The person, named KNow xs, whd is alluded to in the above 


extract, deposed that Sir Ricyarp VyvYan had some conversa- 


tion with him respecting the Operative Society ; and expressed his 
great regret (very disinterested this in Sir RicHarp !) that such 
measures should be resorted to in order to prop up Conservative 
principles. KwNow es also gave an instructive account of the dis- 
cipline of the society, and of the distribution of its members into 
different troops, who were all marched up in regular array to the 
hustings on the day of nomination. At the last elevtion, the “ re- 
gular voting money” was raised from 7s. 6d. to 11s. 6d.; and sums 
of 27. and 3/. were given to the more extortionate electors. THe 
distribution of cash and tickets during the election was managed 
snugly. One of the witnesses described the operations at the 
house in King Street, close to the Hall, during the polling-days 
and the day after. 

A pane was taken out, and a sliding wooden one inserted; the Operative 
Conservative voters, after polling, brought, some a letter signed “ Thomas 
Daniel,” others a ticket, testifying that they had voted for Vyvyan and Bail- 
lie, and presented their vouchers through the aperture to those inside; who 
took down their names, and gave each man in return a ticket, which he was to 
take to an appointed public-house in his district, for which he was to receive beer 
to the yalue of 6d., and 2s, 6d. cash. During the three days, over 1,200 got 
tickets. He was employed inside in giving or ordering the tickets. 

It was further stated by several witnesses, that “the bribery- 
box” in King’s Street was opened on the first day of the election, 
after ProrHeRor and WILtiAms had mounted to the head of the 
poll; and that, being on the highway to the polling-hooths, it was 
used as a trap to lure the indigent and wavering voters. Whoever 
voted for Vyvyan and Barxuix, was sure of three shillings there, 
besides a guinea voting-money. 

The well-known Alderman DANIEL, a very unwilling witness 
against Sir RicHarp Vyvyan, fenced with the counsel for the pe- 
titioners with a good deal of adroitness. Still, enough was ex- 
tracted from him to prove, that the proceedings of the Conserva- 
tive Society were sanctioned by the most influential supporters of 
the sitting members. 

Several material witnesses secreted themselves—no doubt for 
excellent reasons; and, as the Committee refused to hear cireum- 
stantial evidence to prove agency, the petition was withdrawn, and 
Sir Ricuarp Vyvyan and Colonel BarLuie were declared duly 
elected. 

Now it is clear from the evidence, if words have any meaning, 
that they were not duly elected. Upwards of fifteen hundred voters 
were regularly kept in pay, in order to secure their return, and 
for no other purpose under heaven. This is proved by the fact 
given in evidence before the Committee, that all the treating, all 
this beer and tobacco corruption, has been “ done up since the 
election.” A chill has come over the charity of the Bristol Con- 
servatives; the bribery-box in King Street is shut; and the 
Church and King operatives and their wives may get work where 
they can, or starve, as usual. Mr. Secretary Scot, of the “ As- 
sociation,” no longer uses his persuasive entreaties to induce them 
to accept a provision for their wives, and the means of debauchery 
for themselves. 

If the open and disgusting employment of undue influence in 
elections is to be prevented in future, it is clear that a description of 
evidence which would be admitted against a pauper on trial for his 
life, ought not to be excluded when bribery is sought to be proved 
against a member of Parliament—at least so long as it is deemed 
necessary, in order to vitiate his return, to prove his personal con- 
nexion, through himself or his agent, with the alleged maleprac- 
tices. Gross violations of the law on the part of the avowed sup- 
porters and partisans of a member, are not held sufficient to render 
his election invalid. It is declared to be “duly ” gone about, not- 
withstanding it has been procured by bribery, administered for 
that purpose, though by parties not his avowed agents. 

The most efficient remedy for the evil which we have been as- 
sisting to expose, would undoubtedly be the Ballot. But as the 
Reformed House of Commons has decided by a large majority 
against this mode of voting, it has become the more necessary to 
afford every facility to petitioners against undue returns before 
Election Committees. At present, the usual practice is to stretch 
as many points as possible in order to protect the sitting member. 
The reform of the practice of Parliament in this respect ought not 
to be delayed. It is impossible to say how soon we may be called 
upon to elect a new House of Commons; and then the impunity 
with which the corruptionists of Norwich and Bristol have escaped, 
will have a baneful influence on the exertions of the honest and 
independent portion of the different constituencies throughout the 
country. 


THE COVENT GARDEN COMPANY 

SwarMEp at that little hive of a theatre, the Olympic, on Wednes- 
day night. Previous to the performance of SHzer1pDAN KNowLes’s 
Wife, an address written by its author was spoken by Warpz. 

The Olympic is perhaps nearly as much too small for represent- 
ing the regular drama with due scenic effect, as the Great ‘Theatres 
are too large for conveying to the audience the many delicate 
lights and shades that mark a fine personation. But the fault is 
on the right side, especially in the instance of such a play as the 
Wife ; where the beauties of poetry and sentiment constitute so 
large a portion of its interest, and in the acting of which so much 
depends upon the feeling and expression with which the dialogue 
is delivered. The play, as now performed, is greatly improved 
beyond the first representation ; partly by the judicious alterations 
of the author, and partly by the greater completeness of the act- 
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ing. We never saw Exten Trex to so much advantage as on 
this occasion. 
yoice, not the slightest turn of gesture was lost. She never 
appeared to exert herself beyonds her powers. Her voice not being 
at all strained, its topes fell full, round, and sweet upon the ear. 
It was a most finished and delicate performance, wherein the 
genuine feeling of the woman, not the assumed manner of the 
actress, predominated throughout. KNowWLEs's acting, too, is 
greatly improved by being seen near. The various expression of 
his face miade evident to every one the earnestness and truth 
which are the great charm of his performance, and more than 
atone for the abruptness and inequality of his style. The rugged- 
nesses of his personation appear like the rough and vigorous 
touches of feeling in the first sketch of a painter of genius. 
Cuarues Kean, Warps, Assott, G. BENNETT, and MEapows, 
seem to have softened down the angularities which are perhaps 
essential to make acting tell upon a distant audience. They have 
not yet learned, however, entirely to suit their voices and manner 
to the small area. G. BENNETT, in whom there was most room 
for improvement, has most improved, arid won deserved applause. 
Cuar.es KEAn speaks too rapidly, even to give due effect to the 
meaning, much more to the feeling of the dialogue. A hurried 
speech is now and than effective, but it is chiefly when contrasted 
with general deliberation of utterance. 

The laughable farce, 4 Nabob for an Hour, has been per- 
formed as an afterpiece, with increased success. Power and T. 
P. Cooxe have promised their aid to the company; and a new 
opera and a new farce are announced. The performances terminate 
before twelve ; and the prices are reduced considerably. In short, 
the public may now be better entertained at the Olympic, at a 
cheaper rate, than before at Covent Garden. We need only say in 
addition, that the actors are their own managers, and as all the 
profits will be theirs, so will any losses. Let those who used to 
wait for “orders” from managers, who would rather give free ad- 
missions than have their great theatres only a third full, now pay 
with a good grace, for none are to be had. 

A word to the actors. It is natural that each performer should 
be anxious to ascertain the state of the house, upon which depends 
the amount of his share of the profits; but let them do this before 
the play begins, by reconnoitering through the peep-hole of the 
green curtain, in the good old fashion, and not be casting calculat- 
ing glances round the theatre, and exchanging looks and whispers 
significant of pounds, shillings, and pence. On a larger stage, these 
talkings and gestures aside might not be noticed, but here they are 
offensive, and destroy the illusion. Every performer should seem 
intent on the action of the scene, like the admirably-working com- 
pany of the Adelphi. 





DRURY LANE THEATRE. 


WE have been unable, until this week, to reporton MAtrpran’s 
appearance at Drury Lane. We regard her as the first singer in 
Europe: her range of voice and of style is more comprehensive 
than that of any of her contemporaries ; and if the manager of this 
theatre had known how to employ such an artist, she must have 
been a source of profit tohim. But he possesses that extraordi- 
nary power of alchymy, the gift of turning gold into lead ; and has 
actually so contrived as to render even the talents of this extraor- 
dinary woman available only to increase the amount of his losses. 
We have heard many stupid operas in the course of our lives, but 
La Sonnambuia is the most stupid of all. It has no single ingre- 
dient to render it palatable ; neither melody nor harmony. The 
orchestral effects would disgrace the Surry or the Coburg. We 
are haunted by the key of A flat from beginning to end; and the 
somniferous influence upon the audience is just what might be ex- 
pected. Brxtrni has no power of exciting his audience: they sit 
like statues, in silent despair. 

MA.isran contrives, by her extraordinary cleverness as an 
actress, to infuse some interest into the part; and by the splen- 
dour of her voice and the magic of her art, to give “us now and 
then a glimpse of what she can do: butall that is good is hers; 
every thing that belongs to her author is bad—as bad as it is pos- 
sible to conceive. With almost any other foreign singer, the lan- 
guage would have been an impediment to the production of a good 
opera, either of native growth or translated into English: but 
with her no such difficulty exists. On the contrary, her enuncia- 
tion was much more clear and articulate than that of either Miss 
Berrs or Miss Cawsr. Therefore the managers were free to 
select wherever they pleased. What a Huryanthe, for instance, 
would she have made, supposing this opera to have been adapted 
to the English stage instead of La Sonnambula! But with “all 
the world before them where to choose,” they have pitched upon 
Beg.uin1; and “they have their reward,” in the contempt of every 
musician, and the empty benches of the theatre. 





THE ITALIAN OPERA. 

Nornine can more strongly evince the sinking- condition of the 
Italian Opera, than the exhibition of Tuesday evening. In the 
very height of the season, with a company consisting of Pasra, 
Cinti, DE Meric, Donzetui, Rusini, ZUCHELLI, and TamBu- 
Rint, the manager is compelled to have recourse to that outrage 
upon common sense and good taste, the performance of two acts 

different operas. We say compelled, for it is not conceivable 
that he would wantonly mutilate a work of art for the mere bar- 
barous enjoyment of the mischief. Yes—with this company, we 
‘were obliged to put up with the first act of La Gazza Ladra and 


Not.an inflection of her face, not a tone of her | 


, the first act of Anna Bolena. What should we say of a manager 


who announced “the First Act of the Maid and th ] 
conclude with the First Act of Henry the Eighth o be gy 
this in any degree more ludicrous or more barbarous than the 
heterogeneous jumble of Tuesday night? In its perfect form, the 
Italian Opera is a concentration of all the fine arts, of which 
music is the vivifying principle. Its present degradation in this 
country may be attributed to the ignorance and abominable taste 
of those who frequent it; to whom the language is indifferent be- 
cause unintelligible, the music esteemed in proportion to its worth- 
lessness, and the singing most applauded whenever it is most 
faulty. La Gazza Ladra is an opera which, when committed to 
competent singers, itis a luxury to hear. And such was the case 
on Tuesday night. We never heard the terzetto ““O nume bene- 
fico,” more perfectly sung than by Cinti1, Tamsurini, and 
Zucuetui. The fine rich bass of the latter came rolling down to 
the lower F, like the full mellow tone of an open diapason; while 
every part was linked to the otherin the most perfect and delight- 
ful concord. And just as we were getting into the full enjoyment 
of the piece, the curtain fell, and rose again to exhibit the abject 
poverty and nakedness of Bexu1n1! ‘No words can express the 
sensation which this change created. Let the gourmand imagine 
a dish of the highest flavour succeeded by a boiled potato without 
butter or salt; let him drink a glass of champagne and then quaff 
a goblet of stale small beer ; and he will have some faint notion of 
the effect of Anna Bolena after La Gazza Ladra. We have heard 
it before, but never in such juxtaposition; and it was dull and 
stupid beyond all power of description. Pasta produced an 
effect by the energy and declamatory power which she threw into 
some of the recitatives ; but here the merit was u// her own, for a 
recitative is just what a singer chooses to make it. Her singing 
is very much what it was: it has the same excellences, and the 
same defects. The stage is her element, and she should never 
quit it. Her declamatory power has here full scope; and we 
almost pardon her faulty intonation (a defect which appears to have 
increased upon her) when weighed against the power and truth 
with which she portrays the strongest passions and emotions of 
the mind. Rusrnt is just the singer for such trash as the music 
of Bextuint. It is a fit vehicle for his endless and unmeaning 
roulades, of which we had ¢ complete surfeit. 





THE BENEFIT CONCERTS. 
Tuose of the present week have been Hawes’s, on Monday even- 
ing; NicHoLson and WILiMan’s, on Wednesday morning; and 
Mrs. ANPERSON’s, on Friday morning. ; 

The first was strictly an English vocal concert, the whole orches- 
tra consisting of a pianoforte. Most of the principal English 
singers gave their assistance ; and with such help, a better selec- 
tion of Glees and Songs might have been produced. Some of the 
Madrigals were finely performed, and afforded great pleasure to a 
numerous audience. 

NiIcHOLson and WiLiMaAn's concert was chiefly distinguished 
by the Concertos of these two eminent professors, and two Concer- 
tantes (principally for wind instruments) by NeukomM and Cur- 
LARD. A piece of impertinence on the part of one of the principal 
singers deserves notice. Madame Pasta received twenty guineas 
for her assistance at this concert; refused to attend a rehearsal ; 
and then insulted the band and the audience by insisting upon 
singing with no other accompaniment than the pianoforte, in a 
piece which required orchestral effect—because it had not been 
rehearsed. The vocal music, with the exception of two Songs of 
Mozart, sung by Mrs. BisHop and Miss Ctara NovELLo, was 
of the stalest and most worthless character. 

Mrs. ANDERSON gave us, with her accustomed good taste, Brrt- 
HOVEN'S splendid Concerto for the Pianoforte in G, and his de- 
scriptive Fantasia, with its vocal conclusion. Both were very finely 
played. Madame Matipran, who had been announced, was com- 
pelled by the terms of her engagement at Drury Lane, to decline 
appearing at this or any other concert. Her place was supplied 
by Cintt. The room, nay even the orchestra, was crowded with 
fashionable auditors. 

We have to apologize to Mrs. Bishop for having, by a slip of 
the pen for which we scarcely know how to account, substituted 
Miss Masson's name for hers in the Duetto “Bella Ninfa,” at 
Mr. VauGHAn’s concert : and we beg to repeat, that the perform- 
ance of this beautiful duet was one of the best things of the evening. 


Cinti and Rusrnt sing at the Philharmonic on Monday night, 
and MenpELssoun and De Berior play. 





A lady and gentleman, on returning home from the theatre, found 
that the youngest of their children had been strangled by its eldest 
brother, seven years old; who, on being interrogated as to his induce- 
ment to commit an act so atrocious, declared with tears and sobs that 
he only meant to do as he had seen Punch do the evening before upon 
the Boulevard.—French Papers. 

The accounts from the Havanna to the 29th of March inclusive 
state, that up to that date the number of victims to the cholera was esti- 
mated at six thousand persons. Accounts had also been received of its 
having broken out at Matanzas. 

The influenza, which is by no means so prevalent as it was in the 
Metropolis, is rapidly spreading over the Country. According to the 
Liverpool papers, there were upwards of 10,000 ill with it in that town 
last week. In Sheffield, Portsmouth, Birmingham, Leeds, York, 





Halifax, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Dublin, the disease is more or less 
prevalent. It appears to have been fatal in exceedingly few cases. 
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ALISON'S HISTORY OF EUROPE. 
Tuts is the best history of the French Revolution, in English : 
we should, however, be very sorry if a better were not in the womb 
of our literature. ‘ ' ; 

Mr. Attson’s history is the best, for it is written with the aid 
of every modern French author: the best use is not made of these 
aids, but far better than by any previous English writer. Mr. 
A Ison is not master of the works he has resorted to, but he has 
made abundant use of them; and though sometimes his borrowed 
views and such as he is more familiar with are not a little inconsis- 
tent, still there are supplied excellent materials for a reader desi- 
rous of mastering the subject. But such persons must not take 
Mr. Autson as an infallible guide. He is sometimes a Tory, 
sometimes a Doctrinaire, and now and then a philosophical Libe- 
ral. This last is, however, a rare form, and he seems not a little 
afraid to loiter in it. 

In a philosophical history, one sentence may be as good as a vo- 
lume by way of test: here is one— 

« No institutions in modern times can remain stationary, excepting in countries 
such as the Eastern dynasties, which, by crushing every effort of industry, pre- 
vent the possibility of individual elevation: if the lower orders are permitted to 
better their condition, their expansive force must, in the end, affect the govern- 
ment.” Vol. I. p. 64. 

Now, no truly philosophical historian could write this sentence. 
What would M. Guizor, for instance, from whose writings the 
author has adopted a good deal, say to so much inconsistent 
error ?—for, though erroneous enough, the Doctrinaires take care 
that their errors shall hang together. There is plenty, however, 
in this one sentence, by which to try Mr. Attson’s qualifications 
for writing the history of the most significant and critical event of 
history. It lays open the confusion and shallowness of the 
author's ideas on the grand and pervading principles of political 
society. 

« No institutions in modern times can remain stationary.” 

Why may not institutions remain stationary in modern as well 
as in ancient times? As longas institutions are adapted to the wants 
of a people, they remain stationary. The people’s wants were as 
liable to change formerly as at present. There are periods at 
which institutions are more constant than at others,—for this rea- 
son, that being well combined in themselves, and in harmony with 
such public opinion as exists, they keep the wants of men pretty 
much at the same point. The feudal system was one of these 
combinations. It lasted for ages: but it implied a grand ar- 
bitrary division of races, the existence of privileged classes, and 
the ignorance and servitude of the bulk of the population. 
When these things changed, the institutions were necessarily mo- 
dified : there has been a series of modifications, till the thing mo- 
dified has almost ceased to exist; and such as it is left, it is ill 
adapted to the circumstances of the communities in their present 
state. The putting the charge of changefulness, in this vague 
way, upon “modern times,” proves that the nature of the charge 
was not understood by the author, and that he is but very imper- 
fectly aware of what there is in modern times which distinguishes 
them from any other times. 

“ Excepting in countries, such as the Eastern dynasties, which by crushing 
every effort of industry, prevent the possibility of individual elevation.” 

We say nothing of the slovenly construction of this member of 
the sentence, but proceed to consider its meaning. ‘ Eastern 
dynasties” is a very loose. term: but let it pass. The genius of 
despotism characterizes the East in general; where the possibility 
of individual elevation is so far from being prevented, that it is the 
rule of this form of government. Individual exaltation is prover- 
bial: the porter of to-day may be the vizier of to-morrow, and he 
who now cobbles the despot’s slippers may in a few hours com- 
mand his armies. Feudal privileges do not exist: men are classed 
according to the presiding will, and elevated or depressed accord- 
ing to its caprice. 

“ By crushing every effort of industry, prevent the possibility of individual 
elevation.” 

Here is no relationship between cause and effect. Eastern 
dynasties may crush industry ; but the effect of the extinction of 
industry, is the idleness and poverty of the people, and the dis- 
couragement if not impossibility of accumulation. It has no rela- 
tion to “ individual elevation ;’ which may go on among the idlest 
and least ingenious people in the world, and be at a stand-still 
among the richest and most industrious. 

“If the lower orders are permitted to better their condition, their expansive 
force must, in the end, affect the government.” 

If the lower orders are permitted to better their condition, why, 
then, the condition of the lower orders is changed for the better : 
what expansive force is this that they have? and how does the im- 
provement of the people under a government affect the govern- 
ment under which they have improved? There is here a notable 
confusion of ideas; and in all such cases, fine words and unintel- 
ligible metaphors are employed to conceal from the writer, as well 
as the reader, that he does not comprehend himself. 


| there; but the effect is magnificent. 





Suppose a slave master were to permit his slaves to be well edu- 
cated, to acquire wealth, and a full knowledge of their rank in the 
creation,—and after all, were to proceed to flog them as usual,—he 
would find them not a little refractory . his head clerk might talk 
to him of their “ expansive force ;” but his own reflection would 
inform him, that the institutions which men will bear in one state 
are utterly intolerable in another condition. Thus, in Mr. Auison’s: 
language, the bettering of the condition of a class, by means of 
its expansive force, affects the government set over it. 

The principle of ancient institutions is foree—of the institutions 
best adapted to general wealth and intelligence, reason. The 
present age is a critical one: a half-enlightened public opinion 
is exerting all its power, and is assuming prematurely the place of 
reason, or wholly enlightened public opinion; while, on the other 
hand, the relics of the old regime still retain a share of power 
more especially the power of forms and names. They have not 
the force which is the principle of their existence, but they have all 
the channels in which it used to flow, and some small dribbling 
of the ancient stream. It is the inconsistency of these two prin- 
ciples that causes the shocks and shakes of modern times. The 
ancient principle, as it gets nearer to its end, falls with accelerated 
velocity; and the principle of the antagonist kind, as it feels its 
increased power, assumes a more domineering aspect. This is the 
secret of the changeableness of institutions in modern times, 
There have been, however, other crises, in which institutions were 
just as changeable and unsettled. Such was the supersession of 
the Latin, or Civil form of society, by Feudal institutions: such, 
again, was the struggle between the Church and Feudalism, 
which ended in a false union. 

Mr. Auison, taking but a very imperfect view of the general 
principles at work in the social and political history of Europe, is 
still sufficiently well informed to feel that the old bugbear Tory 
views of the French Revolution no longer serve to satisfy even 
the most vulgar inquirer. He therefore comes forward with 
a very fair knowledge of all the modern writers on the sub- 
ject, in order to give a version of this important historical 
period equally suitable to the Conservative views of his party, and 
which shall not be liable to the sneers and contempt of their 
opponents. He accepts the doctrine of those who detect an 
onward movement in society: he does not pretend that this is not 
in the direction of improvement, but then, he shows that there ig 
a danger in its going too fast—of the stream being converted into 
a cataract, as he prettily terms it. The old school insisted that 
things should remain as they were, and all would be right (for 
them): the new school, under the old master, allows that things 
are changing, and must change; but then, they must change so 
slowly that nobody will be aware of any change at all. The sym- 
pathies of all such writers, it is clear, are with the few : the mass 
may pine, suffer wrong, inwardly perish, provided they make no 
disturbance: they must not, however, be righted at the expense 
of any mischief to the privileged orders that have so long farmed 
their best exertions. This is the doctrine of vested interests : its 
spread is universal, from the Law-harpy to the Black-man proprie- 
tor. Such men as Lord ELLENBoROUVGH, With their atrocious sine- 
cures, must not even have their delicacy hurt; but thousands like 
Wix1am Srusss or JonatHan Grove may work their strength 
away in vain efforts to earn subsistence, ultimately be driven to 
parish relief, and be doomed to procreate small prostitutes and ju- 
venile thieves,—and there is no harm done. When will historians 
learn to feel that their business is with the interests of the mass; 
and that, until they arrive at the great duty of generalizing 
instead of individualizing their sympathies, they may write very 
pretty novels, but no true or useful histories ? 

The two volumes of this work already published, carry on the 
history to the rise of NaPoLEon, and consequently only embrace 
the two first divisions of the author's plan. The third and fourth 
periods into which Mr. Arison has divided the history of Europe 
since the Revolution of France, end with the battle of Waterloo, 
and comprise the whole story of NApo.tzon. They are to be 
treated of in the volumes which follow. We wish the author suc- 
cess ; for although our opinions of the value of the events, and 
also of their true course, do not altogether coincide with Mr. Att- 
son's, we canrot fail to admire the industry and accuracy of his 
elaborate compilation. 


SKETCHES IN GREECE AND TURKEY. 
Tuts is a charming volume, for it embraces both the useful and 
the beautiful. It is rightly named Sketches: we are favoured 
with outlines and a few glowing colours—details only here and 
The writer visited Greece 
with the old gusto: he had a spirit of adventure, a fine temper, a 
rich relish for both nature and character. It is not a book that he 
has written: it is, as he truly says, a collection of sketches—few, 
but striking, distinct, vivid, and full of meaning. In a few pages 
the present state of Greece is set before us as in a panorama’ in 
fact, the last intelligence to be relied on in any form is communi- 
cated in this volume. The Sketches are various; they are taken 
from many and distant parts; and the figures introduced are those 
of the most influential personages in this distracted community. 
Our readers will thank us for a few features, such as will bear dis- 
memberment. 

The first extract contains a portion of the sketch of the general 
state of Greece— 

The state of Greece at present is melancholy and wretched beyond the power 
of fancy to exaggerate. ith the single exception of Napoli di Romania, the 
actual seat of Government, every town and village on the mainland—I do not 





428 


“THE SPECTATOR. 





speak hyperbolically—is in ruins; Athens, Corinth, and Tripolitza, are almost 
utterly swept away, In many cities the people supply the place of their ruined 
habitations with temporary hovels of straw of mud; refusing to build more 
solid dwellings till they have security that their labour will not be thrown away. 
Others live in tents of tBe rudest construction, while many have no better 
shelter than the walnut or the fig-tree. Few, if any, of the chiefs are able to 
support their followers; and since the death of Capodistrias, the soldiers 
have had no pay because the Government has had no revenue. Pillage 
therefore is their only resource; they wrest from the miserable peasants 
the little they ‘possess; the cultivation of the ground has in consequence 
nearly cedsed; and all are now reduced to the most meagre and scanty 
subsistence. A little bread—when they are fortunate enough to procure 
it—an onion, a few olives, and occasionally even the softer part of the 
thistle, form the daily nourishment of this impoverished and exhausted people. 
Add to this, that the country is at the mercy of a needy and ferocious soldiery, 
who exercise on the unresisting peasantry every species of outrage, licence, and 
rapacity, and the picture is painfully complete. I speak of nothing I have not 
seen. There is no temptation to exaggerate—and the condition of Greece ad- 
mits of no exaggeration. 

We. are now entitled to hope that a speedy termination will be put to this 
terrible state of affairs. The arrival of Prince Otho is ardently desired by all 
parties and by every class. The Greeks look tovhim with enthusiasm as a sort 
of saviour, who is to bring healing under his wings—who will apply a panacea 
to all their sufferings and distractions. His task will be a laborious one, and 
must be executed with judgmeut and diligenté ; but he has every encourage- 
ment to exertion, and every prospect of success. 

A truly Grecian abode— 

The traveller who visits Albania must be satisfied with, and thankful for, 
whatever accommodations it may please Providence to provide him withal ; and 
must not grumble even if occasionally he should find none at all. The first 
evening ‘on our landing, we were hospitably received by some Albanians who 
farmed a little.isolated customhouse on the shore; they ussigned us our share of 
a small room or loft above the stable, and showed us every attention in their 

ower. Beirg the first of. their nation we had seen, their wild but eminently 
Tandoomos countenances, their Jong black hair flowing down their shoulders, 
their large, shaggy, white capote, their voluminous kilts, or fustinelle, of white 
linen, - reaching to the knees, their broad girdle, containing dagger, pistols, 
ramrod, and inkstand (which last must have been surprised to find itself in such 
company), and the ensembde of their costume and appearance, afforded us much 
matter for reagan observation. They seemed to take equal pleasure in ex- 
aming our persons and accoutrements ; and after we had mutually gratified our 
curiosity, we spread our mattresses in a corner, and Jay down to sleep. Five of 
these, savages slaraberéd around us, though the room was somewhat diminutive 
for so large a number; and a lamp was left faintly burning on the table. The 
wind entered our dormitory between every board of the floor, and almost every 
stone in the wall ;-the horses and mules kept up an incessant kicking and 
squealing below us ; the moon intruded her rays through the broken tiles, which 
were substituted for a real roof; and when day appeared, the light broke in upon 
us (to use an expression of Mr. Burke's), ‘ not through well-contrived aper- 
tures and windows, but through gaps and chinks,—through the yawning chasms 
of our ruin.” 

Vonitza, and the residence of General Pisa, a Neapolitan exile, 
who has greatly distinguished himself in fighting the battles of 
the Greeks— 

This town, which now consists of a few straw hovels and a dilapidated fortress, 
is situated in the recess of a small and beautiful bay, richly wooded, and with 
one or two picturesque lakes in its vicinity. The fortress, which, though in a 
‘ruinous condition, is highly important from its situation, was at this time com- 
manded by General Pisa, a noble Neapolitan exile, who, immediately on our 
landing, sent down to welcome us, and to request that we would visit him in the 
fort. We gladly accepted the invitation ;. for, as we cast our eyes upon the 
straw huts around us, in search of a night’s lodging, we saw not one into which 
an English beggar would have wished to enter. 

We wound slowly up the commanding elevation on which the fort is situated ; 
and as we entered its decaying walls, a part of the garrison, which had been dis- 
«iplined in the European style, presented arms, and their officer conducted us up 
a falling staircase of loose stones to the head-quarters of the general. These con- 
sisted of a single room, with a roof, but no ceiling, two windows, but no glass, 
afire-hearth, but no chimney, for the smoke curled in slow volumes along the 
roof till it made its exit by the door. _The only furniture which adorned the 
room consisted of a deal table and two wooden benches ; and in one corner were 
& couple of boards, which, with a deer-skin and a blanket, composed the gene- 
ral’s bed. Here he had been stationed for three years; subsisting, equally with 
his soldiers, on the scantiest necessaries of life,—almost destitute of pecuniary 
means and the munitions of war,—subject to constant attacks from the 
Roumeliote party,—his health ruined and his spirit broken under the united in- 
fluence of malaria, hardship, and anxiety,—and repeatedly soliciting his recall, 
but unable to obtain from a needy and selfish Government the slightest compli- 
ance with his wishes. 


A Greek chieftain— 


The Hydriotes are remarkably good sailors, and this boat was the best manned 
Ihave seen. The men were all dressed in their island costume, which is simple 
and becoming. A waistcoat and jacket of olive-coloured cloth, neatly em- 
broidered round th: edge, a sead voluminous sash or shawl fastened round 
the waist, short full trousers of cotton stuff, generally blue or brown, white 
stockings always clean, and European shoes, constitute their attire. The whole 
is surmounted by the red woollen cap, which is the unvarying head-dress of all 
rauks in Greece. 

As we reached the Chateau de Roumelie, General Giavella, the generalissimo 
of western Greece under the Capodistrian Government, walked down to the 
shore with all his officers and attendants to welcome us. His reception was in 
the highest degree polite and cordial, and a scene of more rude magnificence 
than his party and encampment presented, I have seldom beheld. Every one 
was dressed in the full Albanian costume except the general himself, who was 
splendidly attired in asort of mixed fashion between the Greek and Turkish. 

e was also the only unarmed man of the party, the others all wearing the silver- 
mounted yataghans and pistols of the country. The army was encamped in the 
adjoining fields, and the general’s quarters consisted of a small hut of wood, 
constructed, like all the Grecian dwellings, for a merely temporary purpose, and 
as usual totally unfinished. Hither he conducted us when the first greetings 
were over. 

Giavella is one of the most interesting characters which have been elicited by 
the excitement of the revolution. A Suliote by birth, and son to the brave 
hero and heroine who so long defended their mountain strongholds against the 
celebrated Albanese tyrant, he inherits the indomitable spirit and uncalculating 
bravery of his country and his parents. He is now about forty years of age, low 
instature, but remarkably well made; his black hair flows down upon his 
shoulders after the manner of his tribe, and his dark eye and handsome features 
have an habitual expression of gaiety and liveliness which is very pleasing, min- 
gled with a something which beypea great occasional excitability. Brave to 
excess, noble, kind-hearted, an 
most influential and important leaders in t 


ure he has always been one of the 


Greek cause, and is a general fa- 





| in which we had established ourselves, began to feast upon their spoils. 








vourite with his countrymen: a“vem those most opposed to him in politics, I 
have heard speak of him with tefide.t?¢S8 and respect. 


Modern Corinth stands forer.°st in the list of bygone noto- 
rieties— 

M sompesion and I landed, and pursiied on.” way to Corinth over fields and 
marshes whitened with the bones and skulls of the horses and men who had 
fallen in the revolutionary war. I never ‘beheld a more desolate and gloomy 
spectaele than the town presented on our first arrival. We trod for many hun- 
dred yards over an undistinguishable heap of ruins, here and there ennobled by 
an ancient capital or the fragment of a granite colmmn, intermingled with the 
meaner remains of.yesterday. When we entered the interior of the town, the 
scene was nearly similar ; there was no where any sign of human existence ; here 
and there a wet and solitary dog prowled about the deserted streets,, and was in 
no way disturbed at our approach; the houses were all barrieadoed, and the 
wooden windows closely shat ; and the rain was drizzling dewn as darisly and 
despairingly as on a November Sunday in London. We thought we had arvived 
at some city of the dead. 

At length three men, armed to the teeth, put their heads out ofa window as 
we passed, and asked our business. We replied that we were English officers, 
bearing despatches for the resident at Napoli, and wished to be conducted to the 
governor ; at the same time inquiring the meaning of the total desolation which 
reigned around us. They informed us that the Roumeliotes, with Grivas: at 
their head, had the previous day crossed the isthmus, where they had beery met 
by the troops of Capodistrias,—that after two hours’ fighting, in which, asit 
appeared, little damage had been done, the latter had been totally defeated’,-— 
that the Roumeliotes had pursued them into Corinth, and, between the two, the 
town had been completely sacked ; that all the inhabitants had. fled into the 
citadel with as many of their effects as they could carry away; and, finally, 
that the Roumelictes had marched upon Argos and taken it, and would imme- 
diately proceed to invest Nauplia.. _We requested our informants to conduct us 
to the governor, who, with the rest of the Corinthians, was in the Acrocorinthos. 
We toiled up this vast and precipitous rock, without any leisure to' admire the 
grandeur of its situation, or the singularity of its form. We found it, as we ex~- 
pected, ill-garrisoned, and worse fortified, and crowded to excess ;—women and 
girls, old men and infants, cattle, poultry, firewood, and articles of clothing, 
scattered about in all directions; the whole forming a scene of most pictureque 
confusion. After a short delay, we were conducted to the governor, a fine, 
manly, dignified Greek gentleman of the first water. We made known our 
wants to him, . and requested horses to convey our baggage from the boat, and 
carry us to Napoli di Romania. ° He stated the difficulties by which he was sur- 
rounded, but said he would endeavour to supply us on the morrow, if we wished 
to continue our journey, but that. the road would be very unsafe. He advised us 
strongly to remain in the citadel all night, and not think of returning to our 
bark, as, from the extremely unsettled state of the neighbourhood, we ran great 
risk in venturing down after sunset. But we had left our despatches on board— 
the Acropolis looked any thing but. inviting—we were very wet and uncom- 
fortable—and resolved to encounter the risk. 

A specimen of the condition of a Greek town in 1832— 

Our first care on landing had been to negotiate for horses to convey ourselves 
and our baggage to Nauplia. We were quietly eating our breakfast, in expecta- 
tion of their arrival, when a messenger came in breathless haste to announce 
that a party of irregular soldiers, or Albanese, as they are generally called, was 
coming down to pillage the place. We immediately reshipped all our baggage, 
and, having prepared our arms, awaited the arrival of these Prmidable brigands. 
In the mean time, the news had spread the utmost terror and confusion through 
all the inhabitants of Epidauirus. The women and children crowded around us, 
weeping, screaming, wringing their hands, exhibiting in every gesture the most 
abject despair, and imploring us, with more than Irish volubility, to take them 
on board our caique, which was the only vessel in the harbour. Some of them 
looked like demoniacs in the frenzy of their terror. To comply with their de- 
mand was of course impossible, for our boat was a very small one, and we might 
be obliged to have recourse to it for our own safety. We told them, however, 
that if they wished to put any of their valuables on board, we would take them 
under our protection. Accordingly, the men brought their arms, pistols, mus- 
kets, and yataghans, and in such quantities, that we could not help asking why 
they did not retain them, and use them for their own defence, instead of sub- 
mitting to be pillaged and abused by a body of ruffians, who probably were not 
equal to themselves in numerical amount? ‘ We dare not resist,” they replied ; 
“we might drive them away to-day, but they would return to-morrow with 
greater force, and our fate would be worse than ever.” We said all we could 
to rouse them to a vigorous resistance, but our persuasions were unavailing ; 
their spirit seemed completely broken by a long course of suffering and oppres- 
sion; they had been scourged and trodden into passive abjectness. 

The heaton soon appeared. They were, as I had conjectured, a straggling 
party, without pay, and without leader, and subsisting entirely on pillage. The 
whole of Greece is overrun with similar bands. A more squalid, ferocious, 
ruffian-looking set of men I never beheld. They were filthy in the extreme ; 
their dress was torn and ragged, and their countenances denoted long-endured 
famine and hardships. They all carried two enormous pistols and a yataghan 
in their belts, and a long gun over their shoulders. They saw at once that they 
had no resistance to encounter, so set about their errand vigorously, seizing every 
thing in the way of food or ammunition they could lay their hands on. The 
people, subdued to the cowardice of silent indignation, stood quietly by, watch - 
ing the seizure of their stores without venturing even a remonstrance. I was 
equally disgusted with the dastardly endurance of the one party, and the brutal 
oppression of the other. The brigands, after rifling every house, except yee 

e 
were soon intoxicated, and their brutality then became unbridled. Their oie 
duct was that of utter barbarians. They insulted all the women who had been 
foolish enough to remain in the village, and the men did not dare to interfere. I 
could bear the scene no longer, and strolled away towards one of the remoter 
houses, when a loud scream arrested my attention, and a young woman, with a 
babe in her arms, rushed out of the door, pursued by one of the Albanese. My 
indignation had before wanted but little to make it overflow ; so, looking this 
way and that way, like Moses when he slew the Egyptian, I rushed after the 
inebriated ruffian, and brought him to the ground by a blow with the but-end 
of my carbine. He fell with great violence, and lay for some minutes insensible. 
I took his pistols and yataghan, and threw them into a marsh close by, and then 
went up to the poor woman, who was terrified to death, and led her to a thicket 
of thorn trees, where she was not likely to be discovered. Here we remained 
till nightfall, when we ventured from our hiding-places, and found that the 
Albanése had retired, and were probably gone to repeat the same scene at some 
other village. : 

The next morning we procured three horses for our baggage, and proceeded 
to Nauplia on foot, passing two other bands of brigands on our way, with one 
of whom we narrowly escaped a fatal quarrel. These blood-hounds swarm in 
every part of Greece, and till they are-utterly extirpated there will be neither 
security nor peace. It is.to be hoped that this will be one of the first measures 
of the new government. 

The assassin of Count Caro p¥strias— 

George Mavromichaelis was the second soa of Pietro Bey, and, though not & 
military man, had served his country with equal devotion to her cause and credit 








